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of my angel! I have read, with un- 


ſpeakable tranſports, a letter wrote 
by her own dear hand. She loves 
me till, ſhe confeſſes. it to her 
ſiſter, nor forbade her to ſhew me 
this enchanting teſtimony of her 
tenderneſs. 

Meet me this evening, if poliible, 9 
in Pall-Mall; I will then inform 
you of every particular. What an 


| infamous tranſaQtion ! By Heavens, 


were it not for the reaſons my ſen- 
ſible Maria mentions, I would kick 
up ſuch a duſt in Groſvenor Square, 
2s ſhould make the old Don repent 
his plotting. --- Would .you believe 
- it, tis to all his Lordſhip's curſed |} 
= | | machina- | 


„ 
machinations, I am indehted for all 
the miſery you have ſeen me ſuffer. * 
and ſtill muſt ſuffer, till my beloved: 
is reſtored to me; and when that 
will be, Heaven above knows: for 
though my heart throbs with plea- 
ſure at this moment, I am far from 
that happineſs my ſoul pants for. 
She 1s well, the writes to Mrs. 
We wvrites too with her 
uſual vivacity. George, I can | 
bardly pardon my angel for this : 
thearfulneſs, while Tam in deſpair; 
but ſhe has more ſpirit, more good 
ſenſe, than ever yet met in one fe- 
male, or male either, 1 believe. wy 
She is confined in a convent, but 
where, the refuſes to inform us — 
| a3 refuſes 


(A 
refuſes too, for reaſons, which, 
though 1 believe wiſe ones, 1 can- 
not for my ſoul approve 


Pr 
19S 


Come to me this evening without 
fail, and we will talk the matter 
over. She has not been ſo guarded 
in her account of her priſon, but, 
I think, a love, fervent as mine 
will be able to diſcover it. It is not 
far from Paris, I find; that knows» 
ledge ſhall direct my ſteps, fo if 
you have a mind for a trip, fay the 
word ; for off I go, in ſpite of all I 
the dear perverſe one's commands to 
the contrary. Could I but once get 
a fight. of her, I think, I ſhall yet 
prevail. 
ſtored to my * 8 good 


All hopes of being re- 


C5215 OED —_— | 


TR) 


' . 


graces are at ond — Ann ——— 
or difin nheritance is the alternative. wow 
[ have choſen the latter ; and! if * 
Maria will, diſihherited as I am, 


confent toc be: mine, #1 would not 


change conditions with an Em- 


peror. . 
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; I _—_ you a ſecond letter 288 
our "poor Marik, wy dear Harriet, 
which, to our great; joy, e a 
few days ago. 1 would have ſent 
it Footer, but wiſhed firſt to let 
Bellmont have a fight of it, and he 
was then out of town. I foreſee 
the aſtoniſhment you will be in, on 
finding our erduel, unforgiving grand- 
father the cauſe of this, and indeed 
of all the afflictions we ever ſuffered. 


You ſcer Wy con jectures were actually 
4 gd A 1 Un 


(9) 
well founded. ---What an irreconcil- 

able hatred has he retained for years 
againſt relations who never, in any 
one inſtance, gave him juſt cauſe of 
offence, ! Juſt cauſe, I ſay, for 
ſurely the crime of which he accuſed 
my honoured father, deſerved not 
ſuch implacable reſentment ; g and 
for us, what have we done to 
merit this horrid, contemptuous 
treatment ! But let me, if pofſible, 
forget NE think only of my 
amiable filter; ſhe is the only one 


can ſuffer by his inhumanity : 
thank Heaven, I ſtand in no need 
of his favours. Charles is alſo con- 


tent with his little independence. 8 
But my Maria — dear gut, what 
| A 2 | has 


I % 


| has ſhe not to fear --- what has the 
not already ſuffered ? --- And, alas! 
is ſhe not now in his power ? 


She bids me be comforted, cer- 


4 3 ſhe will ſoon regain her liberty. 


But ah! Harriot, is ſhe not too 
ſanguine in thoſe pleaſing hopes; 
good Heavens! had I been doomed 


to meet with ſuch an adventure, I 


ſhould have died w ith apprehenfions: 
but happily for her, ſhe is bleſſed 


with more fortitude than ever I 


could boaſt of. Are you not aſto- 


niſhed at the chearfulneſs with 


which ſhe writes? Poor Bellmont, 


though he abſolutely adores her, 
| 1 ey he would e wirh all W 


e 
chaſe her happineſs, yet, he could 
not, without viſible uneaſineſo, diſ- 
cover by her leiter, the tranquillity 
ſhe ſeems to have acquired. Ah!“ 
cried he, my dear Mrs. March- 
mont, could my Maria write with 
this charming vivacity, with this 
eaſe, did ſhe feel, as I feel, the tor- : 
meut of our ſeparation.” | And you 
are then forry,” ſaid I, 4 to Gag 
the dear girl is not ny on} 
Heaven forbid,” replied he, in- 
terrupting me, with; fervor, * but 
ſurely, ſorely,, ſhe need not * 10 
with quite ſo much philoſophy, 
while lam dite with ten/thou= | 
fand fears.” An fot Ah l you, men, 22 4 ; 
I, ſmiling, are never con- 
ls AG : 2 tent; 


« | 44 5 | 
tent ; 5 ſhall I write, anck iüerkat her 
to tonſole you, by paſſing all her 

ſolitary hours 1 in fighs and tears *... 
He ſtarted.— You know then, 
where 1 'the angel i is! teriedt he, with 
4 180k, J cannot delcribe;” 4 Vou 
Bare betrayed yourſelf, v0 Would 
Rave "the barbariey te deceive me 
Ob. Mrs. Marehrgont, s this 
kind, cis this uſing me well ? 1 


toauct it no · eaſy matterꝭ to convintes 
hi he IAS miſtaktn, and. Gnly 
joked, when: Li talked of writing 


7 
* „ — 


« Abr letter daga * fad ig 
ſce ifethere is & poſſibigity/ tt 
ſhould- gueſs” front its contents; 
where a letter would find ier v and 


6 5 


or affected to do ſo: though I really 


doubt it. I faid all Icould poffibly 


think of, to perſuade him of the 


neceſſity | there was to keep our 


knowledge of the baſe part Lord 
Bellmont had acted a ſecret; and 
never ſure, was there a harder taſk ; 
we were abfolutey obliged to uſe 
force to prevent his flying inſtantly 
to Groſvenor Square. 4 He ſwore he 


would-go,. thongh at the hazard of 
his life, i and .openly reproath him 

with his baſeneſs: — had he not | 
robbed him of his heart's: deareſt 


treaſure ? And pail what- n — 


all the information I am miſtreſs 
of.” —— At length he believed me, 


. 5 

He deſpiſed. his n he wanted 
no favours. nt ENT 
_ Tn. ſhort, my FR he was for 
Cie hours frantic with his rage; 
but by my expoſtulations, was at 
length convinced he would only by 
giving way to his paſſion, retard, 
and perhaps wholly put it out of our 
power ever to procure her liberty. 
He vowed, however, he would go 
inſtantly to Paris, this, at leaſt, he 
was at liberty to do; he made no 
doubt of being able to diſcover her 
place of concealment. J intreated 
him only to delay his journey. till 
we beard from her again; that if 
ſhe then had formed no plan, or 
had no hopes of being releaſed, 1 


* 


{3 


mont and I would accompany him, 


and make every poſſible enquiry === 


again put him in mind of her in- 


treaty, that we would not for ſome 


time take any ſtep of that nature. 

All I could ſay on this head was 
to no purpoſe, he would only 
promiſe not to ſet off without our 
knowledge. . Fd 


We have every n to dread | 
from the impetuoſity of his temper 1 
yet I think we may depend upon 


his word, and that he will not go 
without acquainting us; but we 
muſt, if poſſible, diſſuade him from 
it, ſince, ſhould he even find her; 
it can anſwer no good purpoſe, and 
may occaſion more trouble and diſ- 
Tag treſa 


gave him my promiſe Mr. Marcha 


6169 
treſs to both: we muſt prevail ſo far 


from her again. Farewel, my dear 
Harriot; thank Heaven, we begin to 


regain ſome degree of tranquillity, 


Cruel as the dear girl's ſituation is, 


yet we have the conſolation to know 
ſhe is well, and that no farther injury 
is intended her; of this you ſee ſhe 


has no apprehenſions, and her con- 


finement cannot :laſt for ever; his 
Lordſhip's power does not extend 
_ quite ſo far as that: let us hope 


then we ſhall ſoon have the happi- 
e eee e 
mean time, comfort ourſelves with 
| the knowledge that ſhe is ſurpriz- 

| | ingly 
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All- we could ſay was to no ur- 
poſe, Bettmont fet off yeſterday for 
Pafis, declaring he would never ſee 
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England more, unleſs accompanied 


*. 
z 


6 Maria. 9 % 119 424 


He left üs a ah ke. friend 


of his there, WhO would take eure 


to forward any letters we may ſlave 


EY a a occaſion 


FRY 
accaſion to 1end him I ant; Ex:! 
ceedingly diſpleaſed at the ſtep he. 
has taken, convinced it can an- 
ſwer nd good purpoſe. Should Lord 
Bellmont hear of it, which we can- 
not doubt, Heaven knows what 

— > 2 connec. 
may be the conſequence, exaſpe- 
rated, as he is already, but there's 
no help: far iti L am not without 
hopes that the dear girl's next letter 
will be more explicit, ſhe may poſ⸗ 


fibly, iatruſt me. with the knowledge 
of the convent the. 1 191 n 1 ſhall 


then have it in my power to 15 


en her grard, Cog 
Whether, mortified by the ep 
ac of the, projected alliance, 
or ſome other cauſe, I know not, 
but 


* 
but Lady Ann Bofyille has not made 
her appearance in town this winter, 
which; 1 am informed, | the uſed: 
generally to do. Moſt ſincerely do 
J with her heart may be leſs in- 
tereſted in it, than that of his Lord- 
ſhip and her own family. I hear a 
moſt pleaſing. account of her, but 


— 


. 
2 ĩů˖( — — 


cannot learn that particular. es OMe 
Charles is in the greateſt anxiety 
about our poor Maria; he diſapproved 
much of Bellmont's going abroad, 
for I wrote inſtantly to aſk his 
opinion of it, though I then hoped 
to prevail on. him to delay his 


———— es 
— 


journey, He deelares could he 
poſſibly have got permiſſion to leave 
his regiment he would have ſet off 
x3 | imme- 


CSI 


immediately; hes going would * 
been looked upon as natural, and 
certainly could not have given of- 
fence to his Lordſhi Ps! had he even 
known that we were acquainted 
with his being the cauſe of our 
trouble; but Bellmont's going will 
convince him we gueſs ſhe 18 abroad, 
and as a guilty conſcience needs no 
accuſer, ' he may alſo, from that, 
gueſs we ſuſpect him. 

I am vexed beyond i yet 
babe no redreſs. Adieu, my dear; 
Four amiable brother is my only 
conſolation, and he, indeed, is all 
my heart can wiſh,” T his unfor- 


tunate affair makes me extremely 
deſtrous to quit London; I long 


for 


K 
for the ſweet tranquillity of Roſe- 
| Hill, and hope Mr. Marchmont 
will indulge me by going down 


much ſooner than we intended 


when we left it. Ah ! how little 


did we then dream of what has 


happened ſince that time. 


' Faced 1 
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Re AD with attention, my deareſt 
Charlotte; read and rejoice! for I 


have much to tell you, and much 


to he It has not been in my 


\ 


power to write ſo ſoon, as, I am 
ſure, you anxiouſly wiſhed for: 


well do know the painful ſuſpence 


you muſt long have been in, but 


believe me, I too have my ſhare; 


however, I truſt, I ſhall ſoon give 
vou a more pleaſing account of my 


. affairs, 


— 7 FEI ON 
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affairs, even now, I; hope, you-will 


ſee they are no longer in the de- 
| plorable way they once were. 
I told you my friend, Miſs Per- 
dir was ſoon to leave this dreary 
abode, for dreary are the beſt of 
them, my dear, let the world, and 
their ſober inhabitants 1 what they 
pleaſe to the contrary. 
About ten days ago, to dah very 
_agiceable ſurprize, Lady. Mortimer 
arrived here herſelf, inſtead. of the 
perſon, ſhe once talked of ſending 
tor her niece. She begged. I would 
permit her to introduce me to her; 


to this, you may believe, I had yo 


objection. At her ſecond viſit I ac- 
 companied Caroline, for that i is her 


name, 


——— ——— GE — — — —-„ — et On — — — - 


4 (C4) 
. Parlour ; I was. much 
ſtruck with her Ladyſhip's air and 

engaging manner; and ſo. much 
: had been ſaid of me, J fancy, „by 
my friend, that ſhe appeared no leſs 
1 pleaſed with me. I found ſome- 
thing ſo open, ſo ingenuous in her 
"M0 converſation, that IL was led, though 
not impertinentl y prefled, to inform 
her fully of every | particul ar relating 
to myſelf. I found the was inti- 
mately acquainted with Lord: Bell- 
mont; that ſhe knew my father 
"+4 when 18 young man, and every 
thing that had happened 1 ih conſe- 

"quence of his marriage; 3 ' kindly 
adding, ſhe had ever ſeverely blamed 
his Lordthip, for his unmerited 


cruelty, 


244 


. 

cruelty, having! heard the moſt 
amiable character imaginable of our 
dear mother. Think what were 
| my feelings, Charlotte, on finding | 

myſelf in the company with one ſo 
intimately acquainted with all theſe 
matters; and one too, who did us 
the' Juſtice to think we i had been 
treated moſt inhumanly. She was 
no ſtranger to the intended alliance 
between my Bellmont and the re- 
doubtable Lady Ann g though the 
had not ſeen him ſince he returned 
from his travels; her Ladyſhip, ſne 
knew well, and aſſured me from 
her own knowledge, it was a match 
by no means agreeable to the lady; 
whether from a partiality to another 
VoL. II. B object, 


— CA —— 3 — 
- * 
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> * * 
abject, the ceuld not tell, Can 
Wu, my dear Miſs Bellmont,” 


: added the, | ſmiling, oy forgive her 
| Eadythip's want of taſte !'' ——— 
J aftured her, however it might 


ſurprize me, it gave me more 
pleaſure than pain for by this 


time, as'I ſaid before, the knew my 


whole hiſtory ; and what I am going 


farther to relate, was not, you may 
ſuppoſe, all ſettled and contrived _ 
during our firſt interview: many 


very ſerious -conſultations we had, 
and a variety of plans laid down for 


. my, enlargement, before it was 
brought to its preſeut happy conclu- 
: Hon ; - happy, I truſt, it will be; 
though I am to continue a while to 


play 


« 7 4 
play the part of a heroine. But to 
proceed : Lady Mortimer declared 
herſelf ſo much intereſted in r 
fate, that the kindly : aſſured me the 
would not leave France, | till the 
had ſeen things put upon a happier 


footing, by ſome means or other. 
« the firſt place,” faid ſhe, 1 
vill take an opportuvity,, to talk ſe- 
rioufly to the Abbeſs 3, and if 2 
exceedingly | il uſed ; my next ſtep 
ſhall be to try if the will ſuffer you | 
to return to England with me, and 
dil let bis Lordſhip believe you are 


under her care, If I can gain theſe 
two points” faid the amiable Lady 


Mortimer, -« I have a confuſed 
9 1 
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idea of a ſcheme, that may boſibly 


turn out agreeable to all parties,” 
What this ſcheme was, her Lady- 
ſhip did not explain, till ſhe had, 


as ſhe propoſed, talked to the Ab- 


beſs. 


time, you may more eaſily conceive 


My anxiety, in the mean 


| than I can deſcribe. Caroline and 1 


formed a thouſand con jectures, each 


of them abundantly wild and ro- 


mantic; for we concluded adven- 
tures ſo finely begun as mine, would 


not, or af leaſt ought. not to end 


without as romantic a concluſion. 


She exprefſed the moſt affectionate 
deſire for my going with them to 
"I ny wth wiſhed of all things ip 


1445 


Charlotte, 


( 290 
Charlotte, with your Henry, and 
our charming Charles. In ſhort, 
75 my dear, if ever we do meet, as 
ſomething tells my heart we ſhall, 
I am certain you will be highly de- 
lighted with my new friends, | 
At length the wiſhed for con- 
ference was obtained; and my kind 
Lady Mortimer's eloquence conquer- 
ed all my ſage Duenna's ſeruples; 
ſhe conſented not only to my leaving 
her houſe, but agreed, though 
this point was the moſt difficult to 
gain, to conceal from Lord Bellmont 4 
my flight as long as ſhe poſſibly 
could: — ſhe confeſſed the thought 
the friendſhip ſhe meant to ſhew me 
in favouring my eſcape, was more 
| B EB meri- | 
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meritorious 28 blameable; . by 12 


during the time 1 had been under 
her care, ſhe was pleaſed to add, en- 
deared myſelf ſo much by my chear- 
ful and obliging behaviour, that ſhe 


was happy to have 1 it in her power 


to contribute to my felicity, yet the 
felt extreme regret in parting with 

I ought here, 1 in juſtice, to ob- 
Ene, ſhe had from my firſt arrival 
treated me with the greateſt tender- 
neſs and attention ; though I have 
no reaſon to believe that was any 
part of the orders ſhe received from 


Lord Bellmont. In fine, my Are 
5 we got her conſent to all our de- 


ſires; ; and Lady Mortimer talks of 


ſetting out. for Eogland 3 in about a 
week 


6 1 5 


be prevailed upon by Caroline firſt 


to take a ſhort view of Paris. This 
ſhe has half promiſed, and I think, 


the will not find courage to refule, 
for ſhe doats on the amiable girl. *I 


hardly need add J am to be of the 
party, or that I. have no- great ob- 
jection to it; it can be attended 
with no dan ger, as it is a million to 
one, if any one there ſhould be able 
to betray our grand ſecret. But 
now comes the principal part of 


our plot: I told you we had pro- 


poſed a variety of ſchemes, that of 


merely returning 1 to England, would 


have anſwered very little purpoſe; be: 


Lf Mortimer had farther / views 
B 4 


week or ten days, unleſs ſhe ſhould 


it 32 » 

13 when ſhe firſt mentioned it, though 
not then ſo well aranged as to be re- 
vealed. to us miſſes. Now take the 
whole plan — Though I am on the 
point of returning to England, you 
muuſt not expect to ſee me for ſome 
time; 1 go with Lady Mortimer 
5M to her country ſeat, not as Maria 
: Bellmont, but as a Miſs Neville, a | 
young lady- of family, though' no 
great favourite of Fortune; this, 
however, you are to obſerve, i is Miſs 
© Neville's only defect, for ſhe has 
eyery other perfection, both of 
mind and perfon, that ever met in 
in mortal before. I hope you are of 
1 this opinion, Charlotte. With her 


* am to e, dome ſtay in the 
g | 1 courſe 


4 
— 


. . 33 y | 1 
courſe of things, her old friend. 
Lord Bellmont, is to viſit there as 
uſual; he is to be prodigiouſly 
ſtruck with the beauties, the ac- 
compliſhments, the graces of the 
| faid Miſs Neville. We take it for 
granted, my dear, that his favourite 
Lady Ann; has by this time given 
his Lordſhip to underſtand, | that 
whatever her ſentiments might once 


have been in regard to his ungracjous 
grandſon, (her Lady ſhip s deſtined 
huſband) the has too much pride 
and ſpirit to accept him now, con- 
vinced, as the has pretty good rea- 
ſon to be, to ſay the truth, that his 
| heart is otherwiſe diſpoſed of. — He 
* finding all hopes of that nature at an 
1 By aud, 
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end, and not havin another Lady 
Ann at hand, takes 1 it into his head, 

that a being ſo irrefiſtible as Miſs Ne- 
| ville, may, could ſhe be brought to 


5 come into his Lordſhip s ſcheme, poſ- 
ſibly induce Bellmont to give up the 
inſignificant girl, his filly heart is at 
preſent ſet on, if offered to his ac- 
| ceptance by his faid Lordſhip ; and 
with her, a full forgiveneſs of all 
his paſt tranſgreſſions. 

This, my dear Charlotte, is my 

| kind friend Lady Mortimer 8 plan „ 

: how far it 15 a feaſable one, 1 leave 

vou to judge. I fancy her Lady- 

_thip now and then dips into ſome 

of our modern novels, there a ſcheme 

of this nature would ſucceed to a 


: ” 4 


ach / 


nicety, : 


( es 2 

nicety; ; but how. At. At will an- 
ſwer in real, ſober life, is quite 
another affair. However, it Will. 
ſerve to amuſe US for a | while, and F 
ſhould-itifail of producing the won- 
derful effects we expect, tis but diſ- 
miſſing poor Miſs Nexille i to: the 
other world, and repairing her loſs, 
by bring ing 1 mmm 
into plays. 0 169098 Hum AH 
Thus, my dear ee be 
given you a full account. of our 
preſent important deſigu. Vu ſee 
Lord Bellmont: does:hotpbſleſs.the 
only. plottmpgtheadbiti thje æingdom: f 
whole | will prove mit ſucceſsful, ; f 
time only can idiſco ver. At maynot 
. now” be amt to chat a lite about 


5 


B 6 — my | 


y poor Ballast I hope he has 
ſeen the two epiſtles you have al- 
ready received from me, and had 
the grace to be delighted with the 
- honourable mention I there made 
- of hirn; let him alfo peruſe this 
with becoming attention: his con- 
currence, you may gueſs, is abſo- 
lutely neceffary in this buſineſs, 
He muſt appear totally ignorant. of 


_ 2 my return. It would not be amiſs 
were he to affect being tolerably re- 
conciled to the loſs of his fair dul- 
Wem that he way with the better 
5 rac; rec 15 hand of Miſs Ne- 


at 


ever be his good 
ee to e it in bis offer; but 
let bim be aware how he realy. is 


i | | 


oe He 


(ay) 
conſoled for his Joſs.--- Ah . Hea- 
ven forbid 1 Who then would 
conſole the poor forſaken Maria! --- 
Charge bim on no conſideration to 
think of viſiting me at Lady Mor- f q 
timer's, till we. judge it; a proper 
time: as thoſe matters muſt poſi- 
tively be left to our management. 
His impetuoſity might in a moment | 
- fruſtrate all our bigh+raiſed expecta- þ 
tions; let him follow my prudent 


example. He ought, to be convinced 
that my partiality, my attachment 
is not leſs. ſincere than his own. | 
Let us with gratitude. indulge m 
friend in her humour, nor by our 
impatience, put it out of her poõ-w-wer 
to try its efficacy. That I would | 


Co) 
give worlds to ſee him at this mo- 
ment, I eon feſs without a bluſh, --. 
Yes, I confeſs it, though! I know, 
nay deſire he may read the line that 
thus betrays my weakneſs but 
it muſt not be. A. ſhort time 
may perhaps free us both from this 


painful reſtraint; in the mean time, 

intreat him, in my name, to be 
governed by thoſe who are deeply 
. intereſted in his happineſs, by his 
Maria, who, Whatever the ſucceſs 
of this innocent deceit- may be, will 
never, never give her hand, 6rtheart 
ts any man except her engaging 
1 Bellmont. 1 This, he may be aſſured, 
is her fixed _——— he can- 
DIG * "(963153 £34733 gibt 
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(9 ) 


not exiſt on this gracious aſſurance | 


for a few months, the gives Hirn 
to his own devices. 

Adieu! my deareſt, dear Char- 
lotte. How is my dear Marehmont, 
my loved Charles, my Harriot? 
Ah! with what tranſport ſhall 1 


meet all thoſe beloved friends 1 


And with what pleaſure ſhall I, 
when I have you all ſeated round 


me, in my favourite bower at Roſe- 
Hill, relate the wonderful adven- 


tures I have met with ſince I left 
that Wied for hour „ will ar- 


rive, Charlotte, doubt it ny nor 


is it, Utruſt, far diſtant. 


Should my generous lids F, 


| ſcheme fail, and I have not the 


vanity | 


( 4 ) 

Vanity - to belie 29 «the. contrary, 
however. ſanguine. her hopes may 
be, I ſhall fly with rapture to the 
loved cirele there, and! in their ſweet 
Fo ſociety, if "Polls forget all my 

troubles, 1 Fd 
Once. more * If we are 
to viſit Paris, L Will. write again be. 
fore e we ſail for England: if not, . 
8 you, ma depend on hearing from 


me the. moment we get to Dover ; 
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1 alſo on our arrival in | Berk- 
1 Then may your Maria enjoy the 
l 55 delight of hearing from her be- 
1 loved friends. - - But for Heaven' 8 
1 fake let them all remember they 
| S143 1011 Fes 7; muft 
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3 Goa Heavens, Charlotte! what 
f a ſurpriſe, I have not yet, nor do 
I Faq chen I ſhall get the better 
of it, *twas delightful, twas be- 
Fond A moeſſible deſcription de- 
lightful; yet I tremble with ap- 
prehenſions for what may be the 
conſequence, Oh! my charming, 


my impatient Bellmont, why, 


why would he venture to take this 
ſtep in ſpite of all my entreaties, — 
Charlotte, he is actually i in Paris, I 
have ſeen him, have talked to him, 

hel has, at my feet, beſought me to | 
forgive 


(4) 


= 03 


Hi n 1 * 


that akon” moment 1 forgot 
his fault, 1 every, thing but 


the Joy 'of his dear preſence; and 
Lakhs 9 free 141 1 1 87 
gave ree vent to the overflo wings 

0 3 31 4 7 144 * 65 S, 


of r my heart, Nag” could) you have be- 


1 J- 1 To : TUD 
lieved me 0 Weak a creature, a ah! 
2 fil 181. t 1 11 F eat 341 110 
1 ee it now in its true colours, f 
982 b 


was indeed 4 weiknefs 1 did not 


imagine wyfelf capable of. . find 


1 am E mere woman, unleſs when 


out f his 15 ght, all my boaſted 
fortitude, all my philoſophy took 


flight the moment 1 beheld him — 


y et not quite all Charlotte, for 1 had 
fill ſo much left as to refuſe | the 7 


| "11 98 
requeſt he made, and never was 


* 


forgive him, - _ + and was it in n nature 


4 ) 
requeſt | fo ſweetly urged, | to ein 


* * & ** 


him inſtantiy my hand. — ve 
bid adieu to my friend, the abbeſs 


a a few days: after 1 ſent you my lat, 


b. 23 + 


to indulge Caroline, i in her denne 
to viſit Paris, we ſt out Þr that 
celebrated capital, how v was I diſap- 
pointed t to find it ſo far inferior to 
London, after having heard. it fo 
! raved about by t the filly ſome, who 
| think it neceflary, i in order to ſhew 


their taſte, to give the preference : 
55 to every thing they meet with! in 


foreign countries, however ill qua- 


 lified to make juſt compariſons -- — 


Many magnificent buildings there 


are no doubt, but take it, all in 1 all 
28 


CORY 


E 


as it appears to thoſe we will ſup- - 


—_— 


poſe, who only ſee the outfide of 
things, who : are not admitted into 
the buildings 1 talk of, and tis no 

more to compare to London than 
Wapping i is to St. James' 8, narrow 
ſtreets, high houſes, bad pavements; F 
but 1 have matters infinitely more : 
intereſting to employ my pen, fo 
let people decide as they think] pro- 
per. We were one evening at the 
E Caroline and 1. not a lrtle : 
5 agreeable : a BUTT in our r ſitua- 
tion, and bufly employed i in ſhow- 


ing off all « our airs and graces t to the | 
beſt advantage, i in order to do all the 
| exccution we could during our ſhort 


Nay, 


[ 46 ) 


Nay, when caſting my eyes to an 
; oppoſite box, who ſhould at that 


moment meet my glances, but my 


4 ok oo 


aſtoniſhed Bellmont here the ableſ 
pen muſt fail! in dhe attempt to de- 
ſcribe his emotions, nor were mine 4 
leſs violent — before 1 bad time to 


© 
Fa 
5 


inform Lady Mortimer the had ex- 


1 
21 3H + 


cited them, he. was — not indeed 
at my. feet, the place we were in 
forbid that --- but in the box with 
TY | imagine what followed my 
dear Char lotte, for I was to too happy 


* — 
SO ft £15 


too much delighted, * thipk o of any 
thing but my charming Bellmont; 


$3 ve t 


my friends now ſoon diſcovered i, 
I had not power to tell them ; $ th 


poor opera had n longer an ny ſhare 
of 


A 
To. hm, 
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of our attention, and our  impa- 


* 


tience to be more at liberty made 


D leave the fair creatures to War- 


ble out their loves to thoſe. more ak 
liberty to liſten to them than we 


were; a friend of bis was with 


him, a Mr. Boden, an agreeable 


man, and but for the preſence of 


my William, might have been 
reckoned handſome: after our firſt 
delightful emotions began a little 
to fubſide, I took him ſeverely - _— 


Yes, Charlotte, ſeverely to taſk, bor | 


preſuming to diſobey my com- 
mands, ſet forth the imprudence 
of the ſtep in the moſt flaming co- 

lours, declared I never could forgive 
it, ſenſible how very fatal to our 


Peace 
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buy 


peace the conſequence might be— 
During my lecture he held my hand 
in ſpite of no very violent reſiſtance, 
looked fo ſweetly penitent, ſaid fo 
many ho oft fill ly things i in his defence 
that in ſhort, my dear, he did 
not appear to be ſo much terrified 
by my lecture, as 1 certainly intend- 
ed he ſhould be, nay, he had the 
con fidenee to ſmile ! in my face, to 
kiſs my hand a thouſand times du- 
ring my ſage exhortation, and when 
I had brought it to an end, freely | 
declared he found no ſymptoms of J 
repentance = Is he not a har- 
dened wreteh, Charlotte? What 
_ yoo can one form of a being ſo 


detertnined, ſo obſtinate === having 
„ pe from 


„ | 
from Lady Mortimer; I, you may 
be ſure, turned a deaf ear to his pe- 
tition; he obtained permiſſion to pay 
his reſpects next morning; he left us 
in a ſtate of felicity, as he was in 
duty bound to ſay, no language 
could poſſibly deſcribe; and to tell 
you the truth, judgin g by my own 
feelings on the occaſion, I had ſome 
reaſon to believe what he ſaid was 
not a mere flouriſh ; we found him 
next morning waiting for us when 
we came down to breakfaſt, hoping 
I preſume, to be admitted to our 
toilette according to the mode of the 5 
belles here, "Uo Lady Mortimer now 
deſired he would attend ſeriouſly to 
what ſhe Was going to ſay, adding, 
M Hl. C | whatever 


2 2 * " 
8 ay > ya ng 
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Whatever he might think of her 
plan, ſhe inſiſted on his agreeing to 
| it in every particular; he ſeemed a 
| little ſtartled at her Ladythip' s pre- 
face, gueſſing, I fancy, it foreboded 

a delay to that he had ſet his heart 


on, however he bowed, .and ſhe 


went on; the now. gave him an 


account of all I mentioned to you 
in my laſt --- he ſighed --- ſhook 
his head, and had the temerity to 
mutter ſomething about the torture 
of delay ; the pains of abſence, the 
unfeeling heart of Lord Bellmont, 


and ſo forth; I was obliged to give 


him my hand, with a ſmile, to 


comfort, and . reconcile him to our 
project ; he nn to be per- 


4 S " mitted 


mitted to return to England with 
vs, to have free liberty of viſiting 
as often as he pleafed at her Lady- 
ſhip's in Berkfhire, and 1 know not | 
what all --- ſaid there could be no 
danger ſince IJ was to take a new 
name; why ſhould it be deemed im- 
- probable, that heſhould be acquaint- 
ed with this Miſs Neville ? in ſhort, 
we were obſtinate --- he was com- 
pelled to conſent to the following 
conditions; viz. not to leave Paris 
till we were gone, not to attempt 
coming to Lady Mortimer's with- 
out her permiſſion ; ſhe promiſed he 
ſhould have an invitation ; that in 
the mean time, he was at liberty to 
write to Miſs N eville as often as he 
"C2 ©; _—_ 


pleaſed, 


1 
- thus, having finally 


ſettled this important buſineſs, we 


determined to ſet off for Calais in 


a few days, to prevent as far as poſ- 
ſible a diſcovery of my eſcape from 
my priſon, and now, my dear, that 


time is nearly arrived; to-morrow 


morning we bid adieu to my incon- 


ſolable William; . the: thoughts of 


our ſeparation has already coſt me 
more tears than I think proper to 
tell ; but would it not be madneſs 


to conſent to his propoſal ?-I might 
poſſibly reconcile myſelf. to the 
difficulty attending the moderate 

fortune he is maſter of, nay, could 


be ſupremely happy to | ſhare it 
with him, but can I anſwer ; or 


Call 


„ 
can he anſwer for himſelf, ſo far as 
to convince me, a time would never 
come in which he might look back 
with regret, to the riches he now- 
finds it ſo eaſy to give up. Al! 
forbid it Heaven, that ever I ſhould 
live to ſee that fatal day — it would 

be the laſt of my happineſs, if not 
of my life - no, never, with my 
conſent, ſhall my charming Bel- 
mont ſplit on that rock which 
brought ſo much diſtreſs on my 
| honoured father; never can I fo far 
forget the mortifications, the in- 
ſults he ſuffered from the ſame 
cauſe as to permit another, and one 
ſo tenderly beloved, to fall into the 
ſame error; whatever ſhare of ſpi- 
„ 


* F 


Co Fr i2 
> S 
* - 
at o 


84 1 

tt am bleſſed with, I fad J have 
not courage for it my dear Char- 
| lotte, I tremble at the thought, 1 
cannot, cannot agree to my amia- 
ble Bellmont's giving up all his 
noble proſpects on my account. He 
in anſwer to this, tells me they are 
already vaniſhed, Lord Belmont has 
done his worſt, all poſſible hopes 
of a reconciliation are over; alas! 
ſueh is the ſituation of affairs at 
Preſent, tis true, but who knows 
what may yet happen; bis Lordfhip 
may relent, a thouſand things may 
occur to produce a change in his 
. &entiments, he once loved him, 
with a father's fondneſs is it 
then in nature he ſhould continue 

implacable, 


(( 385.) 

zZ implacable Lady Ann may give 
her hand to another, ſhe has an in- 

dependent fortune, and may, with- 

out a ſigh, reſign all her other 

great expectations for the ſake of 


the man ſhe loves: charming as 

my Bellmont is, he is not that 
man, let us wait then, I repeat, let 
us wait with patience, nor by one 
precipitate, one imprudent ſtep, 
ſubject ourſelves to unavailing re- 
pentance. Ah, would to Heaven, I 
could prevail on my engaging Wil- 
liam to reconcile himſelf to theſe 
ſeiſtiments · Fare wel, Charlotte, 
to-morrow I mall be on my road to 
England; did we not a few months 
| C 4 ago, 
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THE SAME TO THE SMR. 


HERE We are, my deareſt 
Charlotte, I write this on Engliſh 
ground, laſt night we arrived ſafely 
at Dover, and ſuffered leſs by many 
degrees, than I did when I firſt ſet 
off on my travels; the wind was: 
perfectly fair, my ſickneſs not in- 


tolerable, as then, and we were only R 


fourteen. hours on the ſeas. Lady 
Mortimer and my friend Caroline, 
deſire me to preſent: their beſt reſs- 


pects, and truſt you - will- pardon 


their making me their priſoner? 


without.your permiſſion ; they beg” 


x 
— — ——.. . 7⅛—⏑tnꝗN? eos — — 
— — — — 


< 8 5 
me to aſſure you it ſhall be their 
ſtudy to render my fituation as 
agreeable as poſſible in every re- 
ſpe&, and that a ſhort time, they 
hope, will remove the obſtacle, 
which at preſent makes it neceſli- 
ry to deny themſelves the pleaſure 
of aſking the honour of my dear 
Marchmont's company, and yours, 
at Spring Park; in the mean time 
intreat you to conſole Miſs Neville, 
while in exile, by a conſtant correſ- 
pondence; this, my dear filter, is the 
ſubſtance of their obliging orders, 
on finding I was writing to you, and 


as the carriage is juſt coming to the 
door, I can add little elſe, --- this 
however, I muſt not neglect, which 


3 18 
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(99) 
is to beg you will indulge me with 
a full and particular account of 
yourſelf, and alt that are dear to 
me, the moment you receive this 
billet ; thank Heaven, though 1 in 
exile, as my friend Lady Mortimer 
calls it, I ſhall no longer be denied 
the pleaſure of hearing from you. 
Send x my addreſs to our Harriot, leſt 
I ſhould not, for ſome ry * able 
to write to the good girl. ! my 
poor Belmont, but 1 wal 2 | 
hear from him, nor will I refuſe 
him the conſolation of a few lines 


in return. I am called. 
Farewel, or 


1 
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A N D is it at laſt permitted: me 
to write to my dear, my beloved 
Maria ? Ah! with what joy do. I 
haſten to profit by the long 1 wiſhed- 
for Privilege. Good Heavens! my 
dear creature, what have I not ſuf- 
fered on your. account ? How many 
tears have 1 ſhed, while refle&ting 
on the ſtrange event that fore you 
from the arms of your afflicted 
Charlotte ? Even now, my love, 1 


1 weep, 


weep; can 1 command iny tears, 
vrhen I confider you are not, even 
now, at liberty to bleſs me with 

your company? But let me not re- 
pine z 0you are well, you have fallen 
into the hands of noble, generous 
friends, I ought to be grateful to 
Heaven, for this unlooked- for con- 
ſolation: but I am not poſſeſſed of 
your happy flow! of ſpirits, alf 
your diſtreſſes would have killed 
me, yet you, Maria, are chearful; 
ſcarce the ſhadow: of dejection ap- 
pears in any of your letters 3 hap- 
PY girl, and happier ſtill you will 
be, I truſt. I would gladly believe 
your adventures, as you call them, 
will end agreeable to our withes, 

* whether 


( & ) 

whether by the means propoſed by 
your kind friend Lady Mortimer, 

I cannot ſay — tis certainly in the 

chapter of poſſibili fies, how fat 
probable, is another affair, but we 
will indulge the faireſt hopes; who 
knows what effects your charms 
may produce ? Ah1 I tremble for 
your. feelings, my love, on the 
firſt interview with this formidable, 
this implacable Lord Bellmont ; 
Heavens! Is it poflible I ſhould be 
compelled to write thus of one fo 
very nearly related ito us, but are 
we to blame, has he not from our 


infancy, by his cruel neglect, to call 

it by no harſher name, taught us to 

ink of him as the moſt'cruel of 
men ? 


To a” 
men? Surely, furely, we have 
ever found him fo. -- My loved 
Marchmont bids me ſay all that's 
U affectionate for him, begs you will 
accept his heartfelt congratulations, 
he is fully perſuaded Belmont and 
you, will yet be happy, T have ſent 
your addreſs to our ſweet Harriot, 
what Joy will it give her to hear 
of your preſent fituation. --- I have 
feen but little of our beloved 
Charles fince you left us ; though 


every poſt brings me anxious en- 


quiries about his Maria, how will 
his affectionate heart be relieved, 
when informed you are once more 
in England. By this time he has 
got. your note from Dover, for 1 
conſtantly 


_ 


'a. friend of his, he 
cauſe for them, N the fly crea- 
ture has never mentioned to me 


himſelf, + © have for ſome time ſoſ- 


5 FI 64 ) 
conſtantly diſpatched all your 1 
ters to him, when my Henry and 


. J had read them : — in His laſt, he 
+ tells me, there i is likely to be a pro- 


motion in his regiment, by which 
he, gets the majority without pur- 
chaſe; : this, you m y be ſure, gives . 
him high ſpirits ; but I am told by 


has another 


pected he had an attachment in the 


country which occaſioned his ma- 
king ſo little ſtay in London, and 
I find it 1s really. the caſe ; ; but Who 


the lady is, he either could not, or 


would not tell me; I racher ſuſpect 


the 


08 
the latter, as I know they are boſorn 
friends; I would not preſs him on 
the ſubject, ſince if he is his con- 

fidante, © he would ill deferve that 
dſtinction, were he to betray his 

ſecrets; may the choice he makes, = 
render him happy ! I know his | 
_ taſte, his delicacy of ſentiment, too 
well, to fear his making an impro- 
per one; even a fortune, however 
affluent, would not, Tam perſuaded, 
tempt r hirn to give his hand to any 
womafi to whom he could not alfo 
give his undivided heart; this makes 
me perfectly eaſy,” and convinces 
me ſhe will merit the affectionate 
reception my heart will be read 7 to 
offer her whenever he thinks proper 
0 


(46) 
to introduce: her to me as a ſiſter; 
but this may be a very diſtant event 
perhaps, though if it is to con- 
tribute to his felicity, as. I truſt 

it will, Pray Mee, it may be 
den. 
Vou al: wo fps . a 
much longer letter from me, my 
love, than this is likely to be, but 
conſider, though I am in the centre 
of gaiety, though I have conſider- 
ably encreaſed the liſt of my ac- 
quaintance ſince you left, me, and 
ll. might have figured amongſt them 
* in all the amufements the town 
| affords, yet ſuch has been the pain- 
li f ou; ſlate of a mind on "JO: ac- 


(67 )) 
count, that I could enjoy nothing; 


how was it poſſible? J have never 


ſince the ſad event, I cannot even 


now think of without terror, been 
at any one public place; even my 


Marchmont, with all his tender 


eloquence, could not prevail upon 
me: he wiſhed it, in order, if poſ- 
fible, to diſpel chat melancholy; he 
could not behold without a thouſand 


apprehenſions. He feared the town 


air, if I continued to confine my- 


ſelf fo much to the houſe, would 


injure my health : to obviate this 
kind fear, I have every day taken 


an airing in the carriage, and made 


a few viſits where 1 could do it 


(86) 
without ceremony. This was all 
I could find ſpirits for, =— Thank 
Heaven, we are to leave town. in 
about a fortnight: ; ; the ſweet) ſhades 

and tranquillity of Roſe-Hill, will, 
hope, reſtore me to perfect health 


and chearfulneſs; though my mind 
can never be wholly at eaſe, till all 
my Maria's troubles: are at an end; 
and when this will be, Heaven only 
knows. But let me not infect you 
With my dejection, it will now | 
Wear off. I ſhall frequently hear [ 
from you; you will write to me 
often, and ſet me an example of 
[fortitude and reſignation, which, I 
bluſh to ſay, I-cannot follow as. I 
- ought. = 
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I beg you will ſay all that's pro- 
per, for me, to Lady Mortimer, 
and Miſs Percival; you cannot ex- 
aggerate when on the ſubject of my 
gratiude to them for their generous, 
their affectionate attention to a ſiſter 
ſo juſtly dear to me; tell them I 
ſhall impatiently expect the per- 
miſſion they give me leave to hope 
for, of returuing my thanks in per- 
ſon at Spring Park; Mr. March- 
mont will with pleaſure accompany 
me there, on the firſt ſummons. 
Vet, however impatient I may be for 
that happineſs, I am ſenſible a thou- 


ſand prudential reaſon forbids my 
rjoying it at preſent, That the 
fortunate 


"TSA 

fortunate effects we look for from 

this ſelf-denial, may be our reward 
is the fincere prayer, of - 


Your's 
Moſt truly, 
(BE, 


H STC EM 


Wirn what joy ſhould I have 
read my dear Charlotte's welcome 
letter, but for that melancholy, that 
fad dejection, which in ſpits of all 
your efforts to conceal it, is but too 
_ viſible in every line ; I am alarmed, 
I am terrified leſt your kind anxiety 
ſhould injure your health. Do not, 
my beloved ſiſter, give way to thoſe 
foreboding fears; am J not well; 
and 1 in the ſociety of friends, 
whoſe 


„ 


vhoſe whole ſtudy is to render my 


ſtay with them agreeable. For my 
ſake, for the ſake of our amiable 


5 Marchmont, get the better of thoſe 


apprehenſions, that thus deſtroy 
your peace: all mine are vaniſhed, 
I give you my honour; ſecùre in 
my Bellmont's tender affection, I 
can patiently wait till Fortune, ſhall 
think. proper to wear amore ſmile- 


fickle to continue much longer her 
frowns 3. J have not. a doubt of 


py being Bighly in her favour one of 
theſe days. Courage then, my 
ſiſter, let us enjoy the preſent in- 


3 


ſtance of her returning friendſhip. 


e "dd Qu could not, my dear, write 


in 


911 7 
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* 


in a more lamentable. ſtrain were 1 
ſtill an inhabitant of the dreary 
manſion 1 have ſo happily 1 left, is 
uot this a pretty conſiderable | Prove 


that ſhe. has -not g Siren me 
30 


r 


1 brought matters thus [a 


che will, at laſt leaye me , i k in the 
* urch wh No, no, Charlott, We 
have talked ourſelyes into a cer- 
tainty, ola very different conclu- 
| ſion to the buſineſs; ſo make Vour- | 
ſelf caſy, ſet your friendly | heart at 
- i reſt ;/ reconcile yourſelf to my ab- 
ſence for a while: imagine me on 
a viſit, forget the cauſe, and think 
only of our dear Charles. — F or my 
| part, 1 am wild to know all, bow, 


Vor. II. „ and 


E 
and all about this attachment of : 
. his; had 1 been ſo lucky as to have 
ſtumbled upon that boſom friend, 
you mention, 1 fear my curioſity 
would have got the better of my 


good breeding ; ; I ſhould certainly 
| Have left no ſtone unturned till! 
had got the whole ſecret out of 
him; but you are 10 prodent, ſo 
diſcreet. Yet I have behaved 2 
| pretty well lately, myſelf, have not 
1 my dear, much better, I fear, 
than you did me the honour to ex- 
pect! — It coſt me ſome pangs, 1 
can tell you, but as they would 
make a heroine of me, I determined 
to keep up the character 4 nothing 
like a convenient daſh of pride in 
| | a female 


88 

a female breaſt; our old ſoul of a 
grandfather will applaud me for it, 
one day or other; it will convince 
him 1 have fome of his own blood 
in my veins. He ſhall find I had 
the ſpirit to ſeorn forcing myſelf 
into his haughty family, as much 
as he could ſcorn to have me there. 
By the by I am juſt as much 
a-kin to his: worſhip no as I ſhould 
have been then; and all his plots 
cannot prevent it. This ſaucineſs, 
5 Charlotte,; 15: extre nous, obſerve; I 
mean tao treat him in a different 
ſtyle when we meet ; Miſs Neville, 
the charming, the accompliſhed | 
Miſs N eville, would not be guilty 
of ſuch impertinence for the wdrld; 

viaigs 9 Fou 


to F- 


vou, my dear, with your weak 
nerves, and all thoſe fine lady- like 


feelings, may tremble, if you 
pleaſe, at the thoughts of our in- 
terview ; but 1 — Ah! would it 
were to come that —I mean to talk, 
ſin g. and play him out of his wits 
--- He ſhall adore me, my dear 
How the deuce ſhould he fail ? 
ſurely, my Bellmont may vie with 
him, or any other male creature 
on earth for taſte and diſcernment, 
and does not he adore me? it would 
be hard, indeed, if I could not ſub- 
due the heart of an old Grecian, 
like his Lordſh ip, after ſo inconteſti- 
ble a proof of my charms. --- There 
child! be a moment longer in the 
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plaintives if you dare - behold: in 
me, your younger ſiſter, an example of 
all that's great and wiſe ! Though 
we have been here but three weeks, 
have already had a pair of epiſtles 
from my Bellmont; the firſt wrote 
I preſume, the very day we parted, 
for it was here almoſt; as ſoon as 
myſelf ;. the other, - he tells me, 
the day. before he propoſed ſetting 
off for England. Lwill ſay nothing 
of their charming contents; you 
have had ſamples of love-letters ſo 
lately, that. you conceive the nature; 
of them. In thoſe days your ſwain 
too, had his difficulties to embelliſh 
them with, as well as mine; by 
this time, you may poſſibly have: 

os ſeen 


CV 
een him, Charlotte - Ab, ne! 
a ſigh. jaſt then eſcaped me, as 
long as fiom here to Harley- 
Street. One cannot be quite per- 
fect; a tear too on my paper, as l 
live !--- Nay, Miſs Neville, this is 
paſt a joke; another faux pas of that 
filly nature and you diſgrace Maria 
Bellmont for ever Charlotte, my 
dear Charlotte, what would become 
of me, had Nature forgot to add 
good ſpirits to my other _—_ 
Would you believe it, I could, at 
this moment, find in my Hear 0 
cry, — yes, down right cry. — 
Can this have happened becauſe 
1 fancied you might, by this time, 


have had a viſit from him 
im- 


impoſſible 1 —- yet, ſo it certainly 
is, that thought has changed my 
note from F ſharp, to B flat ---= 
amazing, what dire effects from 
trivial cauſes ſpring !” -=- I will fly- 
to my harpſicord, play balf a dozen 
lively airs, and return to you. quite 
another creature. 


Adieu 1 | 


ET 4; 


IN CONTINUATION: 


WORSE, aud worſe ! 1 m- 
FO — -The firſt thing that met 
my eye on the muſic deſk was Auld: 
nen Grey; there was no reſiſting, 
it ! fat down, played and ſung | 
that ſweet melancholy ditty till 1 
8 could 


a a era 
— 
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| e % ) 
nog not * a note before me! 
| (wiſely chought I) thy Jemmy 
= 18 perhaps at this moment at 


ſea, Bis ſhip may alſo become a 
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wreek._ 
Charlorte, Miſs N Neville behaved 
exceedingly like a fool, ſo F judged 
it prudent. to leave her to her des 
vices 3 I muſt alſo leave you, my 
loves though I have not, in ſpite 
of all I have ſcribbled, faid one 
| word of either Lady Mortimer or 
her engaging niece; I bluſh m 
ingratitude — their kindneſs a 574 
fill the firſt page of my next. 
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revive ! Two cordials have- been 


adminiſtered lately, that have proved 


efficacious beyond conception: the 


firſt; your : charming; lively letter; 
but never, no never, my dear, will“ 
| you gueſs of what the- other was: 
compoſed — 1 will not anticipate — 


take therefore the particulars in : 


form. — Laſt Wedneſday, having 
juſt-finiſhed my firſt doſo, andifounds We 


2 myſelf 


* p 
* 5 

« 
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MARIA, my dear l my hopes 


3 


(82 ). 

myſelf infinitely relieved, I ran into 
my dear Henry's dreſſing room, 

that he might partake of my ſatiſ. 


faction; but judge how agreeably 
I was ſurprized, to find your Bell- 
mont there, Juſt arrived from Dover. 
Vour letter was in my hand — he 
knew it to be your beg at 
the firſt glance 
| Maria !” cried. N in a tranſport of 
joy 66 Ah l my . Madam, tell 
me, how is my angel? May I 
hope, you will indulge me with a 
ſight of its contents ; does the men- 
tion her miſerable Bellmont, does 
ſhe relent ; will the permit me to 
| ſee her? O, ſpeak to me, my beſt 
"1" friend, ſay is the dear angel well! 4 
5 JE, or Wn de Fat 


3 | 


From my 


« For Heaven's ſake,” ſaid I, ſmil- 
ing, * a truce with your queſtions, . 
you have already aſked more than I 

ſhall be able to anſwer in a month; 
there, take it, and read it aloud, that 
my Henry, for whom I brought it, 
not expecting to find you here, may 
alſo have his curioſity. gratified, . 
though not quite ſo eager as your's. 
He toob it; and with fervor preſſing 
it to his lips, exclaimed, N 
why, why am I thus cruelly baniſhed 
from the dear writer, why am I not 
permitted thus to preſs to my beat-- 


"4 


nung heart, the loved author?“ — 


Come, come,” cried I, pray be 

content, and begin your leſſon; 

who knows what ſoft ſpeeches you 
Ds ö2NH may⸗ 


may there meet with, addreſſed to 
yourſelf.” - „ To me! to me, did 


you fay ! and from my Maria.“ 
He now began, as I deſired him 
but made ſo many pauſes, ſo many 
breaks, was fo violently "agitated, 
that 1 Plainly ſaw we ſhould not 
know one fyllable he ſaid; fot 
even gave him permiſſion to devour 
it to himſelf ; for it really could 
not be called reading. Never was 
there ſeen ſuch a variety of emo« 

tions as his fine countenance: dif- 
| played during the peruſal, fach ex- 
preflion, ſuch animation! He was 
juſt on the point of giving it to Mr. 
Marchmont, when the ſound of a 
am driving to the door, and 

F621 | + LS inſtantly 
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inſtantly a thunderi g rap drew- us 
to the window a poſt-chaiſe ind 

ſix, the horſes foaming — « Hear 
vens !'? exclaimed. I, „ Who have 
we here?” — In a moment out 

ſprung my dear Charles, followed 
by an elegant figure in a. riding- 
| habit; — Down - I flew, out of 

breath with joy, to receive them; 
gueſſing, at once, this was the fair 
object of the attachment 1 had 

heard of, and that I was now to be 
introduced to a new ſiſter. He 

led her to me, My dear Char- | 
lotte,” cried he, ſweetly ſmiling, Mi 


as he preſented her with inimitable 

grace, © will you forgive this ſur= 

prize, I flatter myſelf it will be an 
agrocable. To 
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agreeable. one, when J preſent. to 
you. a ſiſter who already loves, and 
is im 8 to embrace you as 
ſuch?” — — Marchmont and your 


William now joined us, and found 


lier in my arms; ſhe was-no ſooner 
ſeen by Bellmont;. than he ſtarted, 
and in the greateſt aſtoniſhment he 
cried. Good God 1. is it poſſible ! 
Lady: Ann Boſville ! PP none 56 Even. 
ſo,!?” replied her Ladyſhip, . ſmiling,. 
1 Rut why this. aſtoniſhment ?: Did; 
you really believe, becauſe you had 
the cruelty: to retuſe my: hand, 1 
was to vow it ſhould never be in the 
offer. of any other man eee 
ſpare your railery, rephed he, 
Dand permit me to congratulate 
| | your. 


( 892 )) | 
your e#Ladyſhip on an event, that 
from my ſoul, I hope will render , 
you the happieſt « of your ſex,” m—— 
Come, come, no apologies, my 
good friend, eried her Ladyſhip, 
I forgive you, and congratulate you 
in my turn, for T verily belieye vo 
moſt cordially partake i in my feli- 
eity; this, 1 confeſs, 1 is an unex- 
pected meeting, but I am pef ſuaded 
not the leſs agreeable , for finding | 
me no longer in a fityation to give 
you any farther trouble. Let vs: 
from this moment be good friends x 
though Fate, you ſee, never in- 
tended us for lovers.“ She pre- 
| ſentad her hand, in token of her. 
ſincerity, 


— — 


(4 885 )) 
ſincerity; which * politely n to 
Ulis lips. 090 + TTY 

-While this hs paſſed my 1 b 
and I. ſtood looking on, with un- 
ſpeakable aſtoniſhmeat ;. Bellmon t,; 
for che firſt time in his li fe, I really 
believe, felt himſelf in a ſituation 
rather aukward-;-+ certain it is, I. 
never ſaw him” acquit himſelf with: 
a- worſe grace it was unddubtedly 
embarraſſing, to the laſt degree. 
To: have expreſſed/his real feelings, 
which you may naturally ſuppoſe, 
were highly deligktful, would have: 
been indelicate. However; he was 
ſoon, by the converſation: takingua 
* r relieved, Lady Ann 
e 7 5 ſaw, 
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flv, and pitied his Ktusliod; And 
by the moſt engaging behaviour 'res 
ſtored him to his former eaſe; this ä 
incident took off the formality of a 
firſt- meeting and in half an hour 
we chatted with all the chearfulneſs 
of old friends. Vid en 
Our new ſiſter has an uncommiart 
ſhare of vivacity 3" is exceedingly 
elegant in her perſon, and a coun£ 
tenance that at once prepoſſes one 
in her favour ; a thouſadd engagi I 8 | 
ſmiles play about the lovieſt mouth f 
I ever beheld. Charles adores her; 
even your Bellmont, my dear, is | 
not more enthuſiaſtically enamouted | 
of a certain 'perſon, who Thall "be 
nameleſs, than he i rs of Lady Ann; 
Well, 


« 99 ) 
Wel, Mere. what bod ou. to 
. nn, - * e FS you into a 
moſt agreeable flutter. For my 
part, I have ſcarce been myſelf 
| fince their arrival. Here is one 
pretty conſiderable obſtacle removed; 
1 tell them, you will, no doubt, 
have the generoſity to impute the 
whole affair to their, deſire to pro- 
mote your felicity. We take the 
UÜberty to divert ourſelves exceed 
ir with the thoughts, of what 
Lord Bellmont will think of the 
matter; and preſume you will 
amuſe yourſelf by the ſame ſubject. 
But pray think of our ly brother 
this is by 1 no means a late attach- 
ment ; 


: 
" 
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ment; they had vowed eternal 
conſtancy, and, I ſuppoſe, a thou- 
ſand other vows of that nature, bes 
fore he went to America No wonder 
the fair one was fo inſenſible to the 
charms of your poor Bellmont. All 
this Charles might have told us, but 
prudential reaſons obliged kim to 
keep the affair a ſeeret; atid indesd 
he juſtly enough obſerves, the knows 
kdge of it could have made no 
change in © your's, ve he hopes 
Pry muy. take a more plea fin g 
His. Lore hip finding Belt« 
mont is not the only perſon in the 
world, who would not impliciey 
obey his commands, may poſſibly 
_ * che fault in a lefs crimi· 
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nal light, he may not, as you ſay, 
have a ſecond Lady Ann at hand; 


and rather than hazard the total 


extinction of his noble family, may 
chance to let the youth take his 
own way to nne ſo mortifying 


a cataſtrophy. Thus we reaſon 


upon the matter; whether his Lord- 
5 thip” s have the ſame teudency, re- 
mains to be proved. But I am 5 


a. convert to- your friend Hope ; ; 


am determined to believe all . 


will come about as we wil Two 


moſt flattering. mee have 
ready taken place; your eſcape 


from the convent, and Lady Ann's 
marriage. It would: be hortid in- 


: * as you ſay, were Fortune, 
Wa T3 after 


3 
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after doing fo much, to leaves, you 
in the lurch. Vi Ailv si 2894] 

Jn a few Per we e ſet off for r Roſe 
Hill; Charles and his fair bride have, 
at our earneſt entreaty, agreed to 
accompany us: and what is ſtill 
more delightful, have promiſed, if 
they can meet with a houſe in our 
neighbourhood, they will purchaſe 
it; that we may have the happineſs 
of being as much together as poſ- 
ſible. She has a noble family ſeat 
belonging to her, I find, in Devon: 
ſhire; but I begged: they would not 
think: of refiding at ſo great a diſ- 
tance from us; the ſweetly replied, 
if her dear Charles would indalge 


her, nothing could contribute more 


to 


BR. 


( 9%) 

to her felicity, than ibeing couſtantly 
near his charming family, for whom 
ſhe already felt the moſt tender 
affection. She aſked a thbuſand 


- queſtions about our dear Maria, 


longed impatiently for the happi- 
neſs of your acquaintance ; begs me 
to bef; peak your warmeſt friendſhip, 
adding with infinite vivacity, ſhe 
thinks herſelf intitled to it in a par- 
ticular manner, for the ſervice ſhe 
moſt ſincerely hopes ſne has dune 


you ; tell her, ſuid ſhe not to fancy | 


me a being of no taſte,! as. l fear ihe 
will do, for being blind to::the 


charms of her Adonis; aſſure her 2 


that next to her 'engaging brother, 


Ichink him the moſt nn 


5 of 


aw 
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of men; and happy was it for her, 
as well as myſelf, that I did not give 
him the preference, ſince in that caſe 
1 ſhould d certainly have carried him, 
off, in ſpite of the paſſion he is 
armed ee the fair one, he dared 
to think more deſerving his hea rt 
than he thought me. Charles tells 
me the has forty thouſand pounds, 
independant of her family, left her 
by an uncle when quite a child, 
beſides the Manſion-Houſe, which 
is an immenſe building, it ſeems, 
and though of the laſt age, is in 
thorough repair; ſhould the ſtep 
the has juft taken be forgiven, the 
will be entitled alſo''to a very con- 
ſiderable eſtate ; but 1 believe they 


are 


0 56 ) 
are both perfeRly, ſatisfied wyithoue 


it. She has wrote, however, to her 


friends, as is uſual on theſe occa- 
lions, though ſhe owns ſhe does not 
expect a very gracious anſwer ; for 
your Bellmont, my dear, was the 
man they had ſet their hearts upon 
for her: but you ſee, ſhe has with 
becoming 1. ſpirit, I, think, taken the 
liberty to (chooſe. for herſelf, aud 
really with her fortune, it would 
have been. ard not to have enjoyed 
that liberty. H Slnock | 
Lady n aſk; W 1 
may taking ſo little notice at preſent 
of her kindneſs to my dear Maria; 
aſſure her I am extremely ſenſible 
of her goodneſs, and hape the time 


18 


1 
N is not far diſtant, when I ſhall have 


| the honour to expreſs it more fully 


in perſpn; but this unexpected 
event ſo entirely engroſſed me, that 
I could write on no other ſubject : 


| this, I am perſuaded, her Ladyſhip 

will readily believe. 1 
Farewel, my love; I beg you 

will preſent our united reſpects to 

her and Miſs Percival. Write to 

us en and W nk 

dr, ;: ena ao. 
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MAJOR BELLMNMO Nr. 


Bo oY ! . N alte 
and his lovely bride! Accept a 

thouſand wiſhes for your mut val 
happineſs, from your Maria; who, 
though not at preſent poſſeſſed of ſuch 
r herſelf, as might be wiſhed, 
yet, at this delightful moment, 
forgets her own cares, and with 


3 


5 heart- felt pleaſure, enjoys that of 
her amiable brother. What a ſur- 


prize = 


( 997): 


prize! what aſtoniſhment was I 


thrown into by Charlotte's epiſtle ! 
and how do I regret not being pre- 
ſent at the {cone the deſcribes, —— 

Ah! my poor Bellmont, I find, 
he made but a fo 10 kind of figure 
on the occaſion. To ſay the truth, 
5575 congratulatons would come with 
an ill grace; yet cannot pardon 
Charlotte for her „ re- 
mark. 

| So you are aid and to all 

intents and purpoſes married, my 
dear brother 1 --- Well, there's no 
help for it; J once hoped to have got 
the ſtart of you, but my evil ſtars, * 
you ſee, had otherwiſe decreed it. 
But do not triumph, Charles — 


E 2 5 
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it will be my turn next: and after 
all, 'tis proper enough, my elders 
ſhould ſet me the ſober example; if 
1 not follow it, tis no fault of 
mine, you know. How impatientiy 
do I long to embrace the fair partner 
of your felicity! Pray aſſure her 
of it, and order her Ladyſhip to re- 
1 a place in her friendſhi p. for 
me. I feel that I ſhall love the dear 
creature moſt tenderly. Have you 
heard how our TINY finds lan 


as my W is on i 

-* rack; I die to know how he looked, 
| how hie felt when informed of an 
event, ſo very little expected. Ah! 
Heaven grant, it 9 produce a total 
4 | * 
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change in his ſentiments, they want 
a thorough refocmation ſadly; were 
it but by way of variety, one would 
think the old ſoul Would try to ren- 
der himſelf a little more tractable. 
Vou have h card, Charlot te tells me, 
of the plan laid down to ſoften his 
g flinty heart. The idea affords us a 
good deal of amuſement; but I be- 
lieve we might, with equal ſucceſs, 
attempt, by the rays of my bright 
eyes, to ſoften the frozen regions of 
the North Pole. Vet, you ſee, 
Charles, their fires have done ſorne 
execution; though alas.! alas! to 
little purpoſe, hitherto. ----But- all 
in good time; am I not a firſt-rate 
| Philoſopher 2 ——— N Mortimer 
W E $. „ and 
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and my friend Caroline, charge me 
to fay a profuſion of civil things in 
their name, though they have not 
the honour of being perſonally ac» 
quamted, but they are perſuaded 
you' muſt be a mighty decent kind 
of being, fince you have the good 
fortune to be brother to ſo accom- 
pliſhed a creaure as your moſt obe- 
dient. Once more, my beloved 
Charles, let me from the bottom of 
my heart, congratulate you and my 
charming fiſter ; may Heaven bleſs 


vou both, whatever is deftined to be 


the fate of our * affe. 
ente 
© MARIA BELLMONT. 


MAJOR 
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MAJOR BELLMONT 


BH 'F Hanks to my deareſt Maria, 
ber her kind congratulations; well 
do T know they flow from a moſt 
affectionate heart. I have obeyed 
N _ cnn * Sa Ann 
6 aldctions 'S einen my Maid At 
my fondeſt hopes could wiſh. You 
may perhaps accuſe me of reſerve,. 
my dear ſiſter, in thus concealing 
from * and our loved Charlotte, | 
E . wa 


Cm) 

| my attachment far the moſt enga- 
ging of women; but do me the juſ- 
tice to acknowledge, tis the firſt 
- offence 2 that nature; and that I 
' had reaſons which compelled me to 
gact in the manner I did: till now 
every ſentiment of my heart has 
been open to both, and fhall be from 
rkhis time forwards, depend upon it. 
ſo pray forgive "RY, APPATent Want 
of confidence in the beſt of fiſters; 
1 hope this apology has made my 
peace. I write to you from Roſe- 
Hill; we arrived here laſt Tueſday, WY 
glad to quit the town, and be at 


liberty to enjoy ourſelves in ſweet 
tranquillity. I found our Char- | 
Aotte's ſpirits much dejected, but WM 


4 

we contrive to amuſe her, the is 
quite another creature ſince our e re- 
turn to the country; and the charm- 
ing vivacity of my lovely Ann con- 
tributes not a little to make her fort- 
get the anxiety ſhe has long felt on 

your account. Vou are naturally 
impatient to know what Lord 
Bellmont ſays to my carrying off 
the prize hedeſtined for your lover; 
all Lcan tell you is, that he yeſter⸗ 
day, Thear, left London. So Whé- 
therche is now ſighing at your feet, 

or rather at the fair Miſs Neville's; 

you beſt can tell; I think tis wore 
than probable, -he would call on his 
friend Lady Mortimer, as her'houſe 
is directly in his road, if he is going 
+29 „ B's 9 a 
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fo his own feat ; and my angel tells 

me ttis a compliment, he ſeldom 
failed to pay her, in his way down. 
May your ſweet ſmiles, my dear 
Maria, produce the happy effects 
your | generous friend ſo kindly 
wiſhes, ſhould they fail, we will 
ſee what we can do without his 
conſent. - Happy you ſhall be, with 
the man of your heart, if in my 
power to make you fo; and I truſt, 

it now is. However, we will not 

\ diſappoint you of the triumph, 
which we hope awaits you. *Tis 

now our turn to be impatient, ſo 
haſten and tells us whether his 
L ordſhip is really a viſitor at Spring 
| Park, My friend —— is a mott 


un- 


e. 


engovernable- being; we durſt not 
leave him to. govern himſelf, 10. 
brought him here with us; he 
raves and ſtorms like any hero ;. but 
we ſhall make ſhift to manage. him,. 
I. hope, till we reſi, ign that i impor- 
tant charge to you; and that, 7 
truſt, nay am certain, will be ſoon, 

Farewel! I fancy. he 1 is, at this. 
moment, pouring forth his dolo- 
Tous. complaints on. paper. o you 
will: get. both our epiſtles by the 
fame poſt. All here 3 me in. 
e thing that” $ kind. 


| Your s ever mad uh 
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Goop Heavens, Charlotte! I 
tremble while I write, like an abſent 
leaf, from head to foot, as. ſome 


þ P 2. i OY ? 
— to bs 


queer I mortal once faid to us, vou 
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know, 1 forget Who. — As ſure. as 


death, Lord Bellmont, the dreadful ; 
Lord Bellmont, 18. at this pre- 
cious moment, under the fame roof 
with your Maria Ah! poſitively 
on” | will nöt cannot ſee hit. — but J 
may never, perhaps, have an op- 


Fomonty, he is * for ought ! 
know, == 


2 * 


* 
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know. =+= Whether, from. the morti- 
fying; difappointevent, he | has lately 
met with, or what other cauſe, 
Heaven above knows, but he was 
taken eee ill M: the. road, 


ba P 
; 1 - 


a 1 From. 3 unable! to o pros 


ceed on his journey; not a ſoul 
with him, except men ſervants... FP: 
g/l my, | friend's deline 
time, " obliged.” 1 to 51 Fe 
would remove to her houſe, till re- 
covered | from bis indiſpoſition,, The 
moment the | heard of it, ſhe org 
dered the carriage, and drove to the 


inn; : the conſequence i is, he is ac- 
tually here, and. cher 1 de- 1 
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clares exceedingly ill; ſhe is fully 
perfuaded the violent agitation of 
his ſpirits occaſioned, as I ſaid be- 
fore, by a late event has reduced 
him to this condition. Whether 
he mentioned the ſubjeet to her, 1 
have not yet heard, for I have only 
ſeen her for a moment, ſince his 
arival. So this is all T can tell you 
about the matter. But this 1 can 
tell you, I am frightened: out of: 
2 my wits; wh ſee the end of all my 
boaſted courage : but furely bis will 
dow be a little damped. 80 if we 
f do meet, we mall be on more equal 
terms. Ah J. Charlotte, *tis. paſt 

x joke, B. flat, is again my note. 


1 have time for. no more the 
| whole 


(1411 } 
whole houſe in a buſtle. --- Would 
to the Lord I was how fitting 
quietly at Roſe-Hill. Charge my 
Bellmont to pity me --- think of 
the wretch being fo much at his 
eaſe, while his poor trembling dw 
cinia 18 as pale as a ghoſt with terror. 
Heavens! what a face 21 have 
juſt peeped in my glaſs, and J give 
you my honour, it forbids all hopes 
of conqueſt, --- Adieu! Adieu? 
Don't forget to bid the creature 
Pity ne. 1 5 
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I 3 Bevin to ie again; en 


th e dreaded | interview is over, and 
yet wonderful: to tell, 1 am ale, 
and: EF had almoſt ſaid, merry. 

Heavens my dear, what 3 
what: ; ; palpitations, - &c. has your 
poor Maria ſuffered during the lat 


three or four days —- ſee what it is, 


for a. man to inſpire one with ſuch 


terrifying ideas of his character. 


Ah! could he but have a peep at the 


; grim, forbidding picture my ima- 
gination had drawn of him, he 
would never play the tyrant again 


EY . while 
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while he lives; he was gnot able 

for the firft two days to leate his 
apartment, happy was it for' me, 
my dean, as duringithat. time, l hall 
an. opportunity to cπpοα {pi- | 
rits, and regain ſome degree of cou- 
rage; ah! my dear Lady Morti- 

mer, cried I, when ſhe had leiſure 
to hear me, ſhall never be able to 
go through with it, I cannot poſ- 
fibly ſee him, I ſhall abſolutely ex- 
pire the moment I ſet eyes on him, 
his ſtern looks will kill me, I am 


poſitive; never fear, my dear, re- 2 


plied ſhe, the looks you dread, are 
by no means ſo terrible as 70 ir 

fancy has painted them; ſo fir 
from it, Lam fully perſuaded, ther 


- 
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will remove a great Part of che Pre- 
zudies, you too - juſtly. entertain 
againft him. Oh! tell me, cried 
1, has he yet mentioned my poor 
Bellmont? Does | he. ſtill retain 
thoſe injurious, thoſe cruel ſenti- 
ments, againſt the moſt amiable 
of men ? Say, my dear friend, did 
| he enter with you on the ſubject of 
-Lady Ann ? Compoſe yourſelf, my 
love, replied ſhe, obſerving me 
exceedingly apitated, fit down, and 
1 will gratify your curioſity; he 
has talked to me without reſerve; 
and freely acknowledges the ſhock 
he received, on finding ſhe had by 
her marriage with your brother, 
deſtroyed en hopes he had ſo 
long 


r _ 
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( EL 
long cheriſhed, was the undoubted 
cauſe of his preſent diforder. — No 
doubt, my Lord ſaid, I, tis a very 
great diſappointment; but grve me 
leave to obſerve, however anxious 
your Lordſhip was for an alliance 
between her ladyſhip and Mr. Bell- 
mont, tis plain, had he been equally 
ſo, it could not have taken. place, 
ſince, I am informed, his heart has 
been engaged for ſeveral years to 
another ; and with fo fine an tnde- 
pendant fortune, as the is miſtreſs 
of, can we ſeppoſe the would give - 
her hand to any, except the man 
of her choice? I tell you, Lady 
Mortimer, cried he, impatiently | ig- 

terrupting me, he might have been 


that 
"ty 


"0 
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Hb ahem, had he thought, proper 
tot follow: my advice, _ who more 

| Uikely than himſelf to make a girl 
forget a childiſh attachment, form- 
"ed F before *the: knew-what ſhe W. as 
about? He is an ungrateful; un- 
ſeverely ſhall he 
be mortified for his unpardonable 


thinking boy, a and 


folly I might poſiibly as things 


have turned. out, have forgiven 

' that, granting Lady Ann had abſo- 
lutely refuſed him, which, upon 
- my foul, I can hardly believe, had 
he paid her the attention, ſhe. no 
doubt expected, and had a right to 
expect; but he did not. --- How- 
ever, 1 might, I ſay, have forgiven 
his being blind to her attractions; 
51 57 0 r de 
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had he not been ſo clear- ſighted to 
thoſe of a girl, he well knew, I 


never would ſuffer him to be con- 


nected with; and, but for this de- 


ſigning girl, I am- certain he might 
might now have been the huſband 


of Lady Ann; --=- you have, 5 no 
doubt, heard of this ridiculous af- 


fair, continued he, but I ſhall take 
effect ual care to prevent his playing 
the fool; here he ſtopped, rather 


abruptly, not intending, I fancy, 


to have gone quite ſo far, I took no | 


notice of his laſt ſentence, but with- 


out appearing too much intereſted 
in the buſineſs, ſaid, I thought it 


hard to condemn Mr. Bellmont for 


the choice his heart had made, if 


want 


(an 
want of fortune was the only ob- 
jection to the young lady, this 
ſurely cannot be an object to your 
Lordſhip, pardon me, Lady Mor- 
timer, however large my fortune 
may be, that of Lady Ann was an 
object, and a cauſiderable one too; 
but that is not my only objection, 
I have others that are inſurmounta- 
ble, and as a proof that it is not, 
| bad he, as I wiſhed, paid his ad- 
dreſſes to the lady 1 choſe for him, 
and had ſhe really rejected him, 
which is not the caſe, I ſwear to 
you, 1 would not have been againſt 
bis pleaſing his own inclinations in 
the choice of another, had ſhe net 
been worth ſix-pence, except the 
+ £3; very 
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very girl he has made choice of; 
he could not but know this, he 
could not, but know alſo, my objec» 
tions to her, and what then, am I 
to think ? Is it not plain, he is 
ſo far / from deſiring to pleaſe me, or 
caring for my approbation, that one 
one would ſwear he had picked her 
out on purpoſe to prevent the poſſi- 
bility of it -- this ſaid Lady Mor- 
timer, is all that paſſed, on the ſub- 
ject, my dear, and though not very 
flattering to our hopes, let us not 
deſpair, we have, at leaſt, his Lord- 
ſhip's word for i, that want of for- 
tune is not an inſurmountable ob- 
jection: take courage, then, my 
love, he propoſes coming down to 

gf . 1 
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the drawing- room this: afternoon, 
put on all your ſmiles and graces, 
and my life for it, you will ſoften 1 
E that heart, you have pronounced fo 
| | 5 , Alinty ; % hl, ſaid I, what will it 
© vail 2 He may find charms in. Miſs 
Neville; perhaps, but, Pho, pho, 
let us ſtart no more difficulties, leave 
] ſomething to. chance, go, my love, 
gs to Caroline, talk the matter over 
chearfully, and let me find you 
| | ready to meet us at the tea: table gr 
| bitook? her advice, we walked for 
an hour in theigarden, and:agreed 
he ſhould find me at the ,harpſi- 
chord, rather than ſitting ſtuck up 
8 ehm, with my hands before me, 
* whether og: getting up 
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from it, on his entrance, or being 


prevailed upon, by him, to proceed, 
1 which, 'twas mighty natural to 
ſuppoſe would be the caſe, would. 
take off the ſolemnity I ſo much 
dreaded; — the important mo- 
ment at length arrived, down I fat, 
and chooſing a ſong ſo ſoft, ſo plain- 
tive, that it would have melted the 
heart of a ſavage, began, and 
really found myſelf ſo intereſted in 6 
it, that Caroline declared I never 
ſung half ſo well in my life; — the | 
door now opened, and in he came, 
but as good fortune would have it, 
I actually did not know. it, till he 
had been at the back of my chair 
for ſome minutes; — what ; an en- 
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chanting, voice, cried. he, at laſt, 
what ſoftneſs, what melting ſounds 
proceed from thoſe roſy lips: I 
ſtarted: in the greateſt confuſion, on 
bearing his voice, ſo near me in 
| ſpite of all the reſolution I fancied 
I.had acquired, I made an effort to 
riſe, but he, with the beſt grace 
imaginable took my hand, and 
replacing me, begged I would fo 
far indulge him as to finiſh my 
s ſong, Ah! Charlotte, my breath 
was abſolutely gone: I obeyed, 
however, glad of this pretence, 
not to meet his eyes, the difference 
of my performance, was no doubt, 
imputed to the flurry His warmly 
expreſſed approbation had occa- 
4 e. 
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ſioned; I ſoon, however, got fo far 


the bettet of it, as to gain a ſecond. 
compliment, and having finithed 
my taſk, and a ſevere taſk it was: 
I fear, ſaid he, Miſs Neville, {for 
Lady Mortimer, had, in a half whit- 
per told him my name, while I was 
playing) I ſhall be frequently 
tempted to encroach on your good 
nature,. while 1 have it in my 
power to be ſo charmed; and 1 
think, if I may credit that lovely 
countenance, you will not refuſe to 
gratify me; your Lordſhip does 
me a great deal of honour, replied. 
1, and I am happy to find my coun- 
tenance correſponds ſo perfectly 
with my ſentiments, 1 have not 

9 the 
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the vanity to believe I merit all 
thoſe praiſes ſo politely beſtowed 
upon me, but if my performance, 
ſuch as it is, can afford your Lord- 
ſhip any degree of pleaſure, I beg 
you will freely command me; 
while I ſaid this, his eyes were in- 
tently fixed on my face, — happily for 
me, the tea and coffee was brought 
in, I was relieved from part of my 
painful embarraſiment, I had not, 
till now, had courage to look at 
him, but then ventured to raiſe my 
eyes; Charlotte, my dear Char- 
lotte, Lady Mortimer was perfectly 
right, I found nothing of that for- 
bidding haughtineſs in his appear- 
ance, I had figured to myſelf ; ori 
- oF the 
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the contrary, his perſon is uncom- 
monly graceful, his countenance, 
though noble, and commanding, 
is engaging beyond expreſſion, I 
cannot tell you how I was affected 
while gazing on him; I felt a tear 
ſtcal down my check, — Ah! 
thought J, is it poſfible a form ſo 
pleaſing can contain a heart fo 
cruel, ſo unforgiving ; in his con- 
verſation he 1s chearful, and polite, 
and before he retired I had ſo far 
conquered my fears, as to join in 6 
with tolerable eaſe, though he is 
conſiderably better, he ſtill found 
_ himſelf unable to ſpend the evening 
with us, but before he went to his 
apartment, he begged I would in- 

FF 3 + dulge 
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dulge him with another ſong; 1 
inſtantly obeyed, and as I found he 
had a taſte for the plaintive, ſung 
Amanda ; --- the words are elegant, 
and ſo perfectly exprethve of my 
own ſituation, that I believe I did 
great juſtice both to them and the 
ſweet air they are ſet to; — again 
he praifed my voice, my manner, 
and my execution in the moſt flat- 
tering terms, declared he could 
liſten to me for ever, that J was the 
moſt enchanting little Syren he 
had ever met with 11 now look 
upon my indif] poſition, ſaid he, to 
to Lady Mortimer, as a moſt for- 
tunate circumſtance, fince it has 


44 pace me the pleaſure of this 
lovely 


(627 
lovely creature's acquaintance, 1 


ſhall inſiſt on your returning my 


viſit, you muſt bring her to the 


caſtle. I have one of the fineſt 
harphichords there in England, un- 


leſs you promiſe me this favour, I 1 


can tell you, you will not eaftly get 
quit of my troubleſome company; 
what ſay you, Miſs Neville, will 
you condeſcend to viſit an old man? 
With infinite pleaſure, my Lord, 
replied J, and ſince you have done 
me the honour to give me ſo flatter- 
ing an invitation, Lady Mortimer 
muſt pardon me ſhould ſhe find 
me very impatient to pay you my 
reſpects; I will take care to have 


the voice your Lordſhip is pleaſed. 
| Fd to 
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to find ſo agrecable in perfect order, 
that it may not diſcredit the harp- 
ſichord, and we will fing from 

morning till night; all J fear is, 

that my vanity will be ſo encreaſed, 
for every female, you know, is 

born with more or leſs, that I ſhall 
thereby forfeit the good opinion 
your Lordſhip honours me with 
at preſent; the praiſes you, have 

already beſtowed upon me, are 


enough to turn a more ſteady 


head than I dare pretend to; 
Oh! be under no apprehenſions, 


replied he, were that voice, I ſo 


Jaſtly admire, your only perſection, 

tis pofſible there might be ſome 

danger; but J have alſo diſcovered 
un 


( 129 
underſtanding which will infallibly 
preſerve you; he now withed us 
good night, and left us charmed 
with his engaging behaviour. La- 
dy Mortimer and Caroline gave me 
joy, were certain I had gained the 
conqueſt ſo ardently deſired ; Ah! 
cried I, 'tis not Maria, who has 
gained it, alas! I fear, I ſhall find 
a formidable rival in Miſs Neville ; 
would to Heaven, ſhe had never. 
been admitted to our party, moſt 
fincerely do I now with we were 
fairly quit of her, yet I tremble for 
the moment of her departure, I fear 
it will prove a melancholy day to 
your poor friend; never fear, my 
love, we will contrive to give her 


F 5 an 


(130) 
an honourable diſmiſſion, and, I am 
confident Maria Bellmont will am- 
ply make up for her loſs; thus, 
Charlotte, our affairs reſt at pre- 
fent ; Heaven knows how they 
will end; certain it is, they now 
wear a very promiſing appearance, 
but the denouement, the unravelling 
this plot of ours --- there's the rub, 
my dear, I ſhall never hold out to 
tie end of the fifth act, — farewel, 
with ime ſucceſs ; fay a thouſand 
kind things for me to your delight- 
ful Cotterie, and believe me, 


Your's, 


Can ) 


MRS. MARCHMONT. 
T 0 


e 


An Maria, what a trying fitu- 
ation is your's, my love, — with you 
ſucceſs, yes, my dear, you have 
the moſt fervent wiſhes of friends 
to whom your happineſs is dearer 
than their own; I cannot expreſs 
the agitations we were all in, while 
reading the account of your firſt in- 
terview with Lord Bellmont, ſo 
violent were my emotions, that, 
but for my falts, I ſhould certainly 
have fainted ; ah ! why my dear 
F 6 Charles, - 


( we F 

Charles, cried I, was J prevailed 
upon to ſuffer the amiable girl to 
encounter ſuch a ſcene ; delighted, 
as he now is with her, who can 
anſwer for the mortification that 
may yet await her, the 1dea 1s really 
more than I am able to ſupport; 
how then will the dear creature be 
able to ſupport the reality? Be 
compoſed, rephed my Marchmont, 
kindly taking my hand, remember, 
: my love, our Maria has a greater 

{ſhare of ſpirits than you poſleſs, 
look at her letter again, and ſee with 
what eaſe, what chearfulneſs ſhe 
writes, — the timidity, ſhe could not 
but feel at firſt, is already worn off ; 
the praiſes ſo juſtly beſtowed upon 
her 


(133 
her by a perſon from whom the had. 
ſo little reaſon. to expect it, could 
not fail to produce this happy effect; 
be eaſy then, and depend upon it, 
the little Syren, as his Lordſhip! 
calls her, will effectually gain his 
heart, and that once gained, what 
have we not to hope. Vour adoring 
Bellmont happened to be out when I 
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received it; when he returned, I 


— 


was tolerably compoſed, I gave it 


— 
=Xx=Z= 


him 3 but great as my emotions had 
been, they were nothing to his; 


— . — — —— 
„ Fw fears — -- 


I was now, in my turn, obliged to 
exert all my eloquence ; he was diſ- 
tracted while reading what you 
tell us of your terrors, your pain- 
ful apprehenſions, but when he 

E „ found 


1 
found how happily your fears were 
diſpelled, how highly charmed his 
| Lordſhip appeared to be with your 
company, his tranſports were no 
leſs ungovernable ; in ſhort, my 
love, our feelings for you take off 
our attention from every other ob- 
ject, we think, we talk of no- 
thing elſe, nor of nothing elſe can 
I write, and ſuch is my impatience 
to hear from you again, that I can- 
not even do that to any purpoſe, ſo 
A may as well bid you adieu. Adieu, 
then, my dear creature; fucceſs at- 
tend your innocent deception, 


i] . 
= bt + A. 


MARIA. 


T 0 


MRS MARC HA MO“ NT 


WII AT a poor timid foul art 
thou, my dear Charlotte ; why, I 
made no doubt but my epiſtle would 
have baniſhed all your fears, and 
that I ſhould, inſtead of your la- 
mentable anſwer, have received the 
united congratulations of your 
whole ſociety on my approaching 
happineſs ; but ſome people are 
never to be pleaſed, pray do you ſet 
down the conqueſt I have already 

N gained | 


C J 
gained as nothing --- well, child, 
ſince that has not ſet your anxious 
heart at reſt, let me try if what I 
have now to ſay will produce that 
effect ---- my charming Lord Bell- 
mont is ſtill here, my dear, tell 
your ungovernable charge to make 
up his mind for an event, that 
may, unleſs prepared for it, per- 
haps lurprize him more than one 
would with. I am not poſitively 
certain, whether I may not change 
the obĩect of my affection. I begin 
to think the eaſieſt way to ſettle 
matters amicably, will be to marry 
his Lordſhip, and thus put an end 
to all farther trouble. The day af- 
ter that on 1 which I was firſt intro- 
duced 
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duced. to him, he Fry not come- 


down to breakfaſt; but when we 
had finiſhed ours his gentleman 
entered, with his Lord's: compli- 
ments to Lady Mortimer, begging 
the favour ſhe would honour him 
with her company for half an hour 
in his appartment, as he wiſhed to 
have ſome converſation with: her. 
Iwill wait upon his Lordſhip im- 
eee replied ſhe then tur- 
ning to me, Maria, my dear, can 
you gueſs hat is to be the ſubject 
of our conference? Ill lay my life 
he has been dreaming of you, my 
dear, and ſends for me to interpret 
the meaning —— truſt me, I will be 


faithful to your intereſt ---I ſmiled, 


and 
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and away ſhe went --- Caroline and 
I fat in the utmoſt impatience, for- 
ming ten thoufand con jectures, each 
more whimfical than the other 
at laſt down ſhe came. 1 could 
fcarcely breathe, to aſk her a fingle 
queſtion was abſolutely impoſſible, 
my looks, however, were abun- 
dantly expreſſtve, --- what, no curi- 
ofity, cried her Ladyſhip, not a 
word to fay? Well, then, T muſt 
ſpeak all myfelf I find twas as I 
ovefled, my dear, we have talked 
of nothing but you ;- and I really 
thought I ſhould never get away, 
ſo much was his Lordſhip intereſted 
in the ſubject, — ah, for Heaven's 
ſake, tell me, cried I, trembling 

with 


( 139. ) 
with emotions, what have I to 
hope? --- every thing you can with, 


I think, upon my honour, replied 


Lady Mortimer, I am perſuaded 
natural affection, though unknown 
to him, muſt have a ſhare in the 
tender concern, and attachment he 
has conceived for you. Pray, 
Lady Mortimer, faid he, when we 
were "ſeated, excuſe this liberty ; I 
would have attended you at break- 


faſt, but before I allowed myſelf to 
be farther captivated with your 


lovely young fiiend, .wiſhed to aſk 
you a few queſtions about her- 
may I preſume to aſk who ſhe is, 
what is her family, people of faſhion 


they muſt be ? this I cannot doubt, 


from 
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from the education they have given 
her; . her manner, her converſation 
clearly prove it; but I wiſh to be 
particularly informed. 1 feel an 
intereſt in all that concerns her, 
that really aſtoniſhes myſelf ; ſhe 
is the moſt engaging girl I ever. met 
with. I am very happy, my Lord, 
replied I, that it is in my power to 
give you the ſatisfaction you defire; 
L am perfectly acquainted with « every 
particular relating to my charming 
friend ; your Lordſhip does her but 
juſtice. I really know not* her 
equal for every accompliſhment 
both of mind and perſon. Her 
family, my Lord, is one of the 
beſt in the kingdom ; but as her 
father 


© 8-3 
father w. as a younger brother, it 
was not in his power to leave her a 
fortune equal to her merit or his 
tender affection 3 her parents are 
both dead. She has, however; 
ſuch a competency, as enables her 
to appear 1n the ſtile ſhe has been 
brought up. in, though not fo much, 
perhaps, as will procure her the 
c{tab! iſhment 3 in life to which the is 
formed to do honour. Beauty and 
merit in theſe days, my Lord, arc 
not the requiſites ſought for in a 
wife. The preſent age, Jam ſorry 
to ſay, pay too little attention to 
their true intereſt, as to ſet a pro- 
per value on them; not but Miſs 
Neville might, more than once, 


have 


( 142 ) 
have married greatly to her advan- 
tage, had ſhe ſtudied only the figure 
it would have enabled her to make 
in the eye of the world. But ſhe 
has a delicacy of ſentiment ; ſhe 
has a heart and underſtanding, my 
Lord, that I fear--- or rather let 
me ſay, I hope will never ſuffer 
her to be governed in that impor- 
tant affair by views merely of in- 
tereſt —I hope it I fay. For what 
degree of real felicity can people 
promiſe themſelves, where a mutual 
attachment is wanting, let their 
wealth be great as fortune can be- 
ſtow ? — does not every day's ex- 


perience ſhew us the conſequences 
of * ill-judged, theſe unnatural 


marriages: e 
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marriages? — though no one of my 
ſweet young friend's beſt viſitors, 
and - ſhe has many, my Lord, can 
more ſincerely deſire to ſee her 
placed in that line of life in which 
the is formed to ſhine. Yet, be- 
lieve me, I ſhould be the laſt to ad- 


viſe giving her hand to the firſt 
man in the kingdom, could ſhe not 


alſo give him her heart: — this, 


my dear, continued my kind Lady 


Mortimer, was my reply, you will 
gueſs my reaſons for going ſo far 


beyond my commiſſion, I could 


have anſwered the queſtions aſked 
me in fewer words no doubt; but 
choſe to take ſo fair an opportunity 
to touch on ſome particulars, which 
being 
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bein 9 pretty applicable to his Lord- 
ſhip's conduct, I hoped would reach 


his heart, nor was I, I believe, miſ- 
taken. I Joſt not a fingle moment 
of his countenance. during my 
prodent- lecture. I obſerved he 
Was exceedingly agitated at many 
parts of it; finding I had finiſhed 
my ſpeech --- ** You have really,” 
ſaid his Lordſhip, after a pretty long 
pauſe, + intereſted me greatly in 
the fate of your young friend; 1 

am perſuaded ſhe mutt be of a good 
family; ſhe is a charming girl, and 
thou gh J cannot but approve of your 
ſentiments in regard to marriage, 
yet, my dear Madam, there are a 
thouſand things which render it ne- 
ceſſary 


3 0 


(C 3 


ceſſary amongſt people of rank, to 
form connections on thoſe principles 
you ſo ſeverely condemn; thoſe 
tender attachments you talk of may 
have their uſe where fortunes are 
but moderate, it may poſſibly ſup- 
ply its place in thoſe ſentimental 


pairs you deſcribe; and it 1s but 
fair they ſhould enjoy ideal happi- 


neſs, where the reality is denied 


them.” „ Your Lordſhip,” faid I, 


ſmiling, © cannot now be ſcrious.” 


he, and I believe I ſpeak the ſenſe 
of the world in general ; yet, thus 
much TI confeſs, I think there may 


be inſtances in which a young, fel- 
low might be pardonable, were he 
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to forget his true intereſt, and fancy 
the attachment you are ſo great a 
friend to, might do as well; but I be- 
lieve they are very ſcarce ;| Miſs Ne- 
ville, Iown, ſeems to be one of thoſe 
dan gerous objects, ſhe is a molt faſci- 
nating little creature, and I fear is born 
to make ſome man or other play the 
fool“ --- *© But your Lordſhip, cried 
I; interrupting him, « has confeſſed 
his folly would not be unpardon- 
— Why, much might be 
ſaid,“ replied he, ſmiling, in his 
joſtifcation, own, and ſo entirely 
has ſhe charmed me, that from my 
foul, I with ſhe may ſoon meet 
with, a man worthy, of her, who 
18 inclined to do juſtice to her 
| ; merit 


„ 
merit.“ Suppoſe,“ ſaid I, ſmile- 
ing, in my turn, and reſolved to 
make the very moſt of the opportu- 
nity ſo fortunately offered me, --- 
« ſuppoſe, my Lord, Mr. Bell- 
mont, for inſtance, were that man.” 
Name him not,” cried he, with 
great warmth, Name him not --- 
he does not deſerve her; by Hea- 
vens, ill as he has uſed me, ſuch was 
my affection for him, that had he 
ſhewn fo good a taſte, I think yes, 
Lady Mortimer, I think I ſhould 
have been fool enough to forgive 
him; but he has juſtly fortified 
every hope of that nature, --- he has 
thought proper to make a choice 
to which he well knew I never 


G2 would, 


4 
would, never could be reconciled ; 
pardon me if I drop the. ſubject, 
it affects me too much.” --- Will 
your Lordſhip, in your turn, forgive 
me, if I take the liberty to mention 
a whim that has this inſtant ſtruck 
me?“ Not if it relates to that 
ungrateful boy,” cried he, riſing 
in great agitation, „I will hear 
nothing -I will do nothing, either 
for him or about him.” Suppoſe I 
am going to talk of my young friend,“ 
ſaid I, “ ſurely your Lordſhip will 
not ſo far mortify me, as to turn a 
deaf ear.“ Forgive me, Lady 
Mortimer, if I have failed in the 
reſpect your Ladyſhip i 18 entitled to; 


I cannot keep my temper when“ 
« Well, 


( 149 ) 

„Well, well, my Lord,“ cried I, 
% We will change the ſubject; that 
is, not abſolutely change it neither, 
but we will add a more pleaſing 
one to it «2 muſt poſitively mention 
the whim I was going to ſpeak of 
before. You know I am apt to take 
ſtrange fancies into my head ſome- 
times, What ſay you to an ex- 
periment? Your Lordſhip is en- 
raged at the attachment Mr. Bell- 
mont has formed without your ap- 
probation --- ſuppoſe we try to break 
it. A proof of inconſtancy in 
yoùhng men, now-a- days, is not one 
of the wonders of the age. --- Who 
knowes what Miſs Neville's charms 
may do? - add to this, your Lord- 

& 3 -.. WW 
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thip's poſitive refuſal to conſent tv 
his match, with his preſent mif— 
treſs. 1 am more than half per- 
ſuaded, theſe two powerful mo- 
tives, her attractions, I mean, 
and your Lordſhip's approba- 
tion, would baniſh the other 
from the place ſhe now holds in 
his heart. Your. Lordſhip wiſhes 
to break off his prefent. unworthy 
connection, and no doubt is deſirous 
to ſee him form another, more 
ogreeable to your inclinations : for- 
tune, is certainly no object; Where 
then can he make a more eligible 
choice; and where can we find a 
a lady more likely to render him 
unfaithful to the choice he has al- 
LT i fteady 


( *thr 9) 

ready made? Except fortune, as 
I obſerved before to your Lordſhip, by 
Miſs Neville, has every perfection | 
you can poſſibly deſire, her family 
in every reſpect equal to his own.“ 
He liſtened to me with more calm- 
neſs than! expected; but ſaid I had 
taken things for granted, to which 
be had by no means agreed. 
« Greatly as I admire your friend,” 
ſaid he, I cannot ſo eaſily give up 

the advantage of wealth; but ſup- 

poſe I ſhould be tempted to overlook 
that circumſtance, take my word 
for it, Lady Mortimer, he has an 
obſtinacy, a perverſeneſs in his na- 
ture, that will effectually fruſtrate 
your plan, I am perſuaded, were it 


„ merels 
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merely to ſhew his independent, his 
ungovernable ſpirit.'— © Shall 
we put him to the trial,” cried I, 
interrupting him, indulge me, 
my Lord, I really think they Would 
make the moſt elegant couple in 
England; 1 own I have fo great a 
partiality for Miſs Neville, that 1 
think, ſhe merits even the honour 
of being allied to your Lordſhip, 
and this is certainly paving her a 
very high compliment, fince it is 


an honour any woman in the king- 
dom might glory 1 In. Come, come, 
my Lord, let us try what can be 
done; the more l think of it, the 
more I am confident my ſcheme 
will 3 the | happieſt effects. 
” : Il muſt 


( 66-3 


I muſt poſitively have my own way. 


Your Lordſhip may ſome time 
hence, perhaps, repent not taking 
my advice, ſhould you find Mr. 
Bellmont has really married the 
perſon you are ſo averſe to; let us 
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try to wean his affections from her: 
Tis true he rejected Lady Ann, but 
have we not every reaſon to believe 
| he ſaw he was wholly indifferent to 
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her? nay, we now find, had 
he, as your Lordſhip wiſhed, 
been . feriouſly attached to her, he 
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muſt have met with a diſappoint- 

ment to his hopes, fince her heart. 
was engaged to another. Miſs 
Neville s | charms to my, perhaps 

partial, eyes appear abſolutely irre- 

Ge: fiſtible. . 


( 
ſiſtible. Shall venture to give 
Mr. Bellmont an invitation ? — He 
can ſuſpect nothing he is my 
ſon' s particular friend, I expect him 
home in a few days ; he ſhould de- 
ſire his company, they have not 
met ſince their return from abroad, 
where their acquaintance. com- 
menced.” Not while I am here, 
poſitively,” cried his Lordſhip, * I 
will not condeſcend to ſee him.“ 
| of Come, come, my Lord, be more 


_ gracious --- I am certain it would 
give you pleaſure to be reconciled 
to him, | know it, by the pain 
you feel for being thus at variance; 
I will venture to be {till bolder in 
my demands, write to him yourſelf, 

4 5 
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my Lord, make his obedience with 
your commands to pay his addreſſcs 
to Miſs Neville, the conditions. of 
| pardon for all paſt offences.“ 
„Good God, Lady Mortimer! 
what is it you aſk of me!“ 1 
alk, my Lord, what my heart tells 
me will be productive of the higheſt 
felicity to all parties; who knows 
but the affliction I am certain he has 
ſuffered durin g your Lordſhip's dit- 
pleaſure, may have long ſmce 
weakened this ill-placed attach- 
ment; reflection may have ſhewn 
him the folly of it, nay the natu 
ral inconſtancy of our nature, may 
poffibly by this time have done the 
buſineſs; Depend upon it, hei is not 
Vs: ſo 


6 
ſo void of ambition as to prefer love 
-and a cottage, to your Lordſhip's 
favour, and a woman accompliſhed 
and beautiful as your new fa- 
vourite. —— « Lady Mortimer,” 
cried he, ſmiling, you are really 


a moſt powerful advocate; I would 
not wiſh you to plead in a cauſe 
againſt me where I much inte- 
Teſted. I cannot reſiſt your friendly 
eloquence; believe you mean it 
well; I have no doubt of your 
Irie endſhip. did not believe I could 
ſo patiently have talked on this 
ſubject --- I yield: —— ] will in- 
Qulge you, it ſhall be all your own 
way: 34 will not do 23 by halves 
. et | Thi 


( 

This very night I will write to 
him. But take my word for it, 
his anſwer, ſhould he deign to an- 


ſwer at all, will plainly prove you 


have been all this- time building 


caſtles in the air; I will give 


him the chance you deſire of being 


reinſtated, in my favour.” 


Charlotte, my dear Charlotte, 


this was more than my ſpirits could 


ſupport, -I fell lifeleſs on my 


mer was exceedingly alarmed --» 


Caroline no leſs ſo. A few drops, 


however, and being led into the 
alr, ſoon recovered me; but can 
you, can any mortal, concieve what 

| 1 felt 
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I felt at this moment? impoſlible ! 
Ah! my Bellmont, will he be re- 
luctant to obey the ſummons ? --- 
Good Heavens! how ſhall I be 
able to bear the delightful meeting 
without betraying the ſecret of my 
heart! Ah! Charlotte, now in- 
deed, I dzſerve your pity. I am in 
a ſituation there is no deſcribing, 
or rather was at that moment ; for 
much has paſſed ſince I began this 
long letter, you may well believe 
I could not write it all at one ſit- 
ting, I began it yeſterday ; I have 
ſeen his Lordſhip ſince, but muſt 
leave what paſſed till another oppor- 
tulſity. 
: | Perhaps 
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Adieu! 


poſt. 


THE SAME TO THE SAME, 


An Charlotte, my dear Char- 
lotte, I tremble, I die with appre- 
henſions when 1 look forward to the 
dreaded eclairciflement that muſt 
be made, in ſpite of all my terrors ; 
and, however flattering my preſent 
ſituation, what have I not to fear 
when that hour arrives! Can I, 
dare I hope that the highly favoured 
Miſs Neville, when changed into 
poor Maria, will continue to be 
thus ſmiled upon, thus carefled ? — 
Alas! alas !— the ſeverity with 
which his Lordſhip mentioned her 


to 


Cie 
to Lady Mortimer, perſuades me 
his prejudice againſt her is immove- 
able. But let me, if poſſible, 
hope better things; 'tis ſtrange I 
ſhould now deſpair, when we have 
gained a point, greater by far, than 
we once could have believed poſ- 
ſible; but much, too much, is 
yet to be done, and with too great 
reaſon, I fear, the moſt difficult 
part of the buſineſs. 

I think J concluded my laſt at 
the period of recovering from my. 
{woon. His Lordſhip gave us 
his company at dinner; I was 
obliged, and indeed with too much 
truth, to complain of a flight head- 


ach, to cover the embarraſſment 
I now 


K 2620 

I now felt in his preſence. He ex- 
preſſed the moſt tender concern, in- 
ſiſted on helping me at table to what 
he judged leaſt likely to increaſe it; 
made me fit next to him, that he 
might have me more immediately 
-under his care. This obliging be- 
: haviour really removed my diforder, 
- my ſpirits by degrees returned ; 
before the cloath was removed, I 
was able to enter into converſation 
with my ufual chearfulneſs. - You 
may well believe I exerted all my 
little talents to confirm the favour- 
able opinion he already entertained 
of me; and I had the pleaſure to 


_ obſerve my endeavours were not 


in vain, — Charlotte I am really 


of 


of Lady Mortimer's way of think- 
ing; the partiality he. has conceived 
for me, I am perſuaded, ariſes in a 
great meaſure from a ſympathy, — 
a ſomething I cannot clearly ex- 
preſs ; but, in ſhort, I cannot fancy 
it would, had I not been by every 
tie of nature fo juſtly entitled to 
it. often, while he gazes on 
my face, which I: frequently ob- 
ſerve him do, fancy he diſcovers a 
reſemblance there of my beloved 
father; you know T was thought 
ſtrikingly like him; he certainly 
does, but 'tis plain it has raiſed no 
ſuſpicion in his breaſt, or he would 
not treat me with this diſtin guiſned 
kindneſs, When we retired to the 


drawings 
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drawing- room, « Your Lordſhip's 
tenderneſs” ſaid I, I fear, prevents 
your honouring me with your com- 
mands, my head is now ſo well, that 
I am ready to obey you with the 
greateſt pleaſure ; ſhall I fit down 
to the harpſichord, 'my Lord? you 
fee my vanity is not yet fully gra- 
tified.” He politely took my hand, 
and leading me to it, ſaid, the 
fine talents I was miſtreſs of, were 
better beſtowed on me, than on any 
female he had ever yet met with; 
„ this eaſe, this graceful manner 
has a thouſand charms unknown to 
thoſe filly girls who ſo far from thus 
offering to gratify their friends, ge- 
| Wii make ſo much parade, and ſo 

many 


(1s 
many inſignificant apologies before 
they can be prevailed upon, that I very 
ſeldom venture to alk the favour, leſt 
I ſhould be diſguſted, by what * 
ſuppoſe, fancy good breeding.“ 

I bowed to this flattering —_ 
ment, and taking my ſeat, ſung a 
variety of ſongs, but found he wag 
particularly charmed. with the ſimple 
plaintive ſtile of the Scotch. airs; 
to the words of them, too, he ſaid; 
he was extremely partial, and turned 
to ſeveral, as peculiarly fine; I paid 
him no compliment, when I aſſured 
him J agreed perfectly with bim 
on the ſubject. For you, Char- 
lotte, know I delight in them; and 
of courſe, enter pretty_ well into 

their 


0 166) 
car ſpirit, —— He again declared 
_ himſelf enchanted, that he had 
er heard them ſung ä with ſo 
much true taſte; that in ſhort, he 
found he ſhould never be able to 
tear himſelf from Lady Mortimer's ; 


her only reſource, therefore, added 
he, ſmiling, and looking at her 
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Ladyſhip- with peculiar meaning, 
will be to go with me to the Caſtle, 
and take you with her what ſay 
you, Lady Mortimer, if you are 


tired of my company, order our 


carriages, and let us ſet off.“ 
* Pardon me, my Lord,” replied 


ſhe, I am too good a judge of what 


conflitutes my pleaſure, to part 
r Je 19789. een 


4 
with you ſo ſoon; if your Lordſhip 


will honour us with your company 


till we are tired of it, 1 believe you 
will not viſit the Caſtle in a hurry ; 
but this I will really promiſe, and 
keep my word, if your Lordſhip 
wall permit me, when your Lord- 
ſhip is tired of us, we will with plea- 
ſure accompany you there.“ 
« Still,” ſaid be, the poor deſerted 
Caſtle ſtands in the ſame predica- 
ment; however we will let it 
take its chance. for the preſent ; 
tire, or not tire, I muſt. be there 
ſoon; and ſince J have the promiſe 
of your company, have nothing to 
regret,” | 5 


— 


N Are 


8989 
* N 
* 11 
"+ 
di - 
' 1 
> 
14 
N 
4 + 
268 
$3 
4 7 
6h 
*# 
4 
3. 
1 
1 
"A 
» . 
"= 
"vi 
F ” 
1 
& > G 
* 
1 
˖ ' 
d * 
*. 
1 
N 
1 
46 
1 
mp 
: 4 35 
. 7 ' 
4 + 
8 . 
my. 
\ 90 
MR 
3: 
iT . 
1 
1 
a 1 
'Y 
i 41 4 
1 
4 08 
| 1. 
1 
1 
= 
(44 38 
1 
7 
4 4: $73 
0 4 : 
1 
6 (838 
IS; * 
* 75 4 
4 + 
1 
1 
„ 
8 
at 
i 
F ny 
L 11. 
7 1 
1 
CY 
1 
+* mit 
.\ F208 
* 4 
1 
4." $4 
: Js 4 "7 
1 
10 
* 1 
| # 
ey 1 p 
is 
*. 
3 
11 
} 
1 
7 of 
A 50 
Py 47 
1 
7 : , of 
I 
1 o 
184 1 
v4) $* 14 
* or A 
1 
19 Y 
6 
8 "= 
* 
9 
+ 12 TY 
uy. 
i a F 
« U 
i" 4 
144 . 
M * 
"4 } 
M 
11 
1 
9 , 
f * 
„ 
t 
* $4 
1 (44 
1 
N 0 '1 
1 * 
19 
14 't #- 
[ 70 
1 
* Wo 
* þ 
1 


— — 


— — 2 2 — 2 a bs 
5 _— — — x 1 Ws — 
rr 


(168 ) 

. Are you reconciled to him, Char- 
lotte, does not his engaging man- 
ner compel you in a great meaſure 
to forget his cruelty to us; Lam 
utterly aſtoniſhed to think he could 
ever be capable of it; but perhaps 
age has blunted the edge of that 
pride, that haughty diſpoſition by 
which he was certainly governed 
when a younger man; at leaſt I 
can account for the change no other 
way: and a change there undoubt- 
edly muſt be, for it appears impoſ- 
fible he could now act in the un- 
forgiving manner he then did. 
Vet, how I talk ! Ah! Charlotte, 
the pleaſure I at preſent feel in his 

| _ company, 
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company, the continual praiſes he 


beſtows upon me makes me forget, 
that he, at this very moment, be- 


lieves me baniſhed from my friends, 


my country, and that too, by his 
<——_— means 
h! Heavens, what amazing in- 
1 appears in his character 
I fear, I fear all is not as it ſhould 
be, and that all my fond hopes 
will, ere long, be fatally blaſted. 
1 was, as you may believe, on 
the rack, of impatience, to know 
whether his Lordſhip had really 
wrote to my charming Bellmont, 
and the firſt opportunity, aſked Lady 
Mortimer. She could not then in- 
form me; but this morning ſhe 
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. Are you reconciled to him, Char- 
lotte, does not his engaging man- 
ner compel you in a great meaſure 
to forget his cruelty to us; I am 
utterly aſtoniſhed to think he could 
ever be capable of it; but perhaps 
age has blunted the edge of that 
pride, that haughty diſpoſition by 
which he was certainly governed 
when a younger man; at leaſt I 
can account for the change no other 
way: and a change there undoubt- 
edly muſt be, for it appears impoſ- 
ſible he could now act in the un- 
forgiving manner he then did. 
Vet, how I talk ! Ah! Charlotte, 
the pleaſure I at preſent feel in his 

| | company, 
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company, the continual praiſes he 


beſtows upon me makes me forget, 
that he, at this very moment, be- 
lieves me baniſhed from my friends, 
my country, and that too, by his 
ungenerous means! 
Ah 1 Heavens, what amazing in- 
conſtancy appears in his character ! 


I fear, I fear all is not as it ſhould; 


be, and that all my fond hopes 
will, ere long, be fatally blaſted. 115 
I was, as you may believe, on 
the rack of impatience, to know 
whether his Lordſhip had really 
wrote to my charming Bellmont, 
and the firſt opportunity, aſked Lady 
Mortimer. She could not then in- 
form we; but this morning ſhe 
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170 55 
told me he b ada ſent it off 
this very day. 

Ah ! my 8 —— Fire hs this 
important l he will no 
doubt go to London, as it will be 
fent to him there of courſe. "IR 

I can write no more --- my agi- 
rations at this moment are painful 
to an unſpeakable degree. I muſt 
try to compoſe myſelf. ----- What 
will become of me when my Bell- 


mont appears ! 


Adieu! 1 


M. B. 
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WILLIAM BELLMONT, ESQ, 


Y 0VU are indebted to the inter- 
ceſſion of a friend for this conde- 
ſcenſion, my reſpect and eſteem for 
her would not permit me to refuſe 
her requeſt; this friend 18 Lady 
Mortimer. At her Ladyſhip s earneſt 
deſire I have, contrary to a reſolu- 
tion I believed nothing could alter, 
been prevailed upon to make a pro- 
poſal to you, which I am fully per- 
ſuaded | vou will, with your uſual 

attention to my peace of 1 mind, reject, 
as you have hitherto done all'thoſs 

H 2 I ever 


672) 


Jever made, however advantageous 5 


for you, but I preſs you not- do 


as you think proper --- it is this, 


there is a young lady here, whoſe 


numberleſs attractions have ſo far 


won upon my affections, rhat F 


wiſh to give her, by your means, 


a title to my rank and fortune; 


thoſe ſhe merits by her uncommon. 


worth ; . but could I confer them 
upon her by giving her to any other 
man, I certainly would not. have 


made choice of one who has proved 
himſelf ſo little worthy this dil 


tinction. If you can conquer the 


ridiculous folly you have been too 


long guilty of, ſet off immediately 


for Spring-Park, try to gain this 


8 


young 


173 ) 
young lady's affections, and I may 
then, perhaps, forget --- or at leaſt 
forgive, ; your paſt ingratitude, and 
and beſtow her upon you; but I 
will got ſo far injurt her depend 
upon it, as to throw her away 
vpon a fellow who cannot, with 


his hand, give her an undivided 


heart: ſo preſume nor to abey this 
ſummons, unleſs you are ſenſible you 


can act up to the conditions offered, | 


---rezeR them if you think proper, 
but in that caſe I here inform you, 


this is the laſt intercourſe you are 


ever to — with the . ou 
* K 3. + x 0 


H3 BTTMONr. 
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On, Charlotte, - my Bellmont, 

f my charming Bellmont is actually 

here - he arrived this morning. 
Prepared as I was to expect him, 1 
en ſhould have expired when 
I ſaw him get out of his chaiſe 


bs: 1 14 


hie no doubt had his difficulties as 


well as myſelf ve were all in the 
drawing-room. The moment bie 
entered, he, with a grace 1 cannot 
deſeribe, went up te Lord Bell- 
mont, and reſpectfully taking his 
hand, bent his knee --- riſe, Sir, 

Jad. 


(2975) ) 
ſaid my Lord, and pay your re- 
ſpects to that Lady, pointing to 
Lady Mortimer; to her your thanks 
are due; he turned to her, and 
preſſing her hand to his lips; thank- 
ed her in the moſt polite terms for 
the obligation her interceſſion witli 
his Lordſhip had conferred upon 
him, in thus gainingihim permiſ- 


ſion, to be once more admitted to 


moſt obliging manner, and then 


introduced him to me and Caroline, 


— good Gd! Charlotte, think 
what were my feelings at that mo- 


ment; rhis, indeed, was a trial 
which required all my boaſted: forti- 


tude and courage - for a conſider- 
HI... able 
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able time we were very indifferent 
company. Lady Mortimer and her 
daughter were the only two who 

could, you may believe, behave 
with tolerable. eaſe; the preſence 
of a ftranger might be ſuppoſed to 
make me a little reſerved, Lord 
Bellmont had ſtill ſome —_— 
. . Natelineſs. remaining of courſe, or 

perhaps choſe to Jet himſelf. _ 
by degrees; and as for my poor 
Bellmont, be was not, yon know, 
to be Hruct at firſt febt by my per- 
fections. Engaged as his affec- 
tions wen ſuppoſed to be elſewhere, 
this would have appeared highly 
unnatural - ſo. you ſee here were 
three of our party compelled to act 
a part 


tw) N 

n part foreign to their real: ſenti- 
ments, three I ſay; for I am poſi- 
tive his Lordſhip concealed a part 
of thoſe we felt in favour of the 
poor | penitent | before him. At 
letigth, however, we began to be 


leſs cahſtrained. in our behaviour x; 


my Lord ſet us the example, and: 
we were very glad to follow it, yet 
though more eaſy, I had not cou- 
rage once to meet the eyes of Bell- 


mont. Whether he took a peep: 
now and then at me Heaven Knows, 


nor bad I an opportunity to: alk. 
the important queſtion, till happily 


relieved by bis Lordſhip's going ab- 
to dreſs. --- Lady Mortimer and: 


Caroline looking at their watches, 
20 H , andi 
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and at me with a ſmile, ſaid; they 


fancied they had left themſelves little 
enough time for theirs; and ſor a 
much kinder purpoſe, 1 well knew. 
alſo left the drawing - room; — before 
the door was half ſhut, my impa- 
tient lover was at my feet,---ah, 
my adored Maria, cried he; and ah, 
Bellmont, cried I, who would ever 
have gueſſed that I ſhould have 
ſeen you in that poſture ?. By the 
expreſs commands of your Lord- 
ſhip, have you not proved yourſelf 
at inconſtant being, thus at the 
_ order to give up the poor 
3 Maria,. for her rival, Miſs Neville; 
riſe, however, and compoſe thoſe 
unruly | Apirits of thine, leſt we 
. N ſhould 
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| ſhould be ſeen; r emember, though 
5 you are to fall deſperately in love 
with me, yet it muſt not be quite 
ſtill the ſame charming -viwacity, 
cried: he, preſſing my hand with 
fervor to his heart, oh, my 
Maria, no more of your ah's, I. 
beſeech you, faid I, ſmiling: had: I 
given way to them, the vivacity 
you obſerve, would never have 
been able to conquer, as, it has 
done; the heart of Lord Bellmont: 
ſo do not deſtroꝝ it by the. rceollec· 


tion of paſt misfortunes, I have 


much yet to do with it; - what 
an angel art N thou, eried he, claſ- 


ping me in his arms, in ſpitau af 
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tall my: frowns; by Heaven's I be- 
 Lieve: Nature never formed your 
<qual, — no, certainly, {aid J, diſ- 
- engaging mylelf 1 bope this is 
not the firſt time you have been 
convinced of this inconteſtable fact. 
Why even Lord Bellmont is of 
- that opinion, who has not known 
my wondef ful perfections half ſo 
Hong but let this ſuffice at preſent. 
1 now muſt repair to my toilet, 
and it will not be much amiſs if 
: vou follow my example 1 Will 
-contrive to have another chat with 
you ſome time to-day, and pray let 
me find you in your ſober ſenſes, 
that we may ſeriouſly talk over the 
. duſine ſs we are engaged in. Away 
Ils. | 1 tripped, 
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I tripped, but not till he had again 
prefled me to his boſom; and 1 
verily believe, though this, Char- 
lotte, is for your private ear, 
touched my cheeks with his lips, 
contrary to all rules of decorum 
no doubt; but *tis paſt, and there's 
no help for it. At dinner we met 
again, and every one now ſeemed to 
have acquired a freſh ſtock of 
ſdpirits. 1 hope you comprehend that 
my Lord took it for granted TI knew 
nothing of Bellmont, or that he 
was ſent for to pay his court to 
me; - he has too nice a ſenſe of 
delicacy for that. I frequently ſaw 
him, with inqifitive looks, obfer- 
ving . Bellmont's behaviour to mo, 
5 "=" _- 
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p no doubt, with a view to diſcover 
what impreſſion my charms had 
made upon him; and I fancy he 
would perceive no violent cauſe to 
fear they would fail l in their wiſhed 
for ſucceſs. Finding 1 did not, as 
uſual, when we went to the draw- 
ing- room, go to the harpfichord, 
his Lordſhip, - willing, I. fo ppoſe, 
to ſhow. me 0 off to the beſt advan- 
tage, led me to it, and | chooſing his 
favourite ſong, begged me to in- 
0 ilge him. I had now a double 


motive for wiſhing to excel, and. I 
really believe, I did out- do my 
late out-doings, as ſomebody ſays.; 
.--- he was in raptures. Bellmont 
pow freely expreſſed his tranſports, 

on 


(Pa : 
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on which I ſaw my Lord give Lady 


| Mortimer. a moſt! ſignificant look, 


as if to ſay, I think the young 


man is fairly caught. All this, 
my dear Charlotte, is mighty well, 
--- but the winding up of the plot, 
chere there” s the difficulty; how 
on earth, that is to be brought 
about, the Lord above knows, for 

1 do net; and if things go on to 
ſwimmingly, I fear the laſt act 
will come upon us before we have 
got our parts. I wiſh, with all my 


ſpirit, you and Marchmont would 


lay your ſober heads together, and 
help us out at this pinch. Mͤy 
wit is at its laſt gaſp, and as for 
Belmont, he is quite ont of his 
„ ſenſes 
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ſenſes with joy and delight. I am 
plagued to death to keep him in 
affy fort of order. Were not his 
Lordſhip leſs clear ſiguted, luckily, 
on this occafion, than be ever was 
before, 1 fancy he ebuld net but 
fee our acquaintance is of a lenge 

| Randing than 'tis our prefenit buſi. 
neſs* to confeſs, 1 very willy 
trawa ha ppy omen from this" eir- 
cumſtance, as 1 have done from 
many others, and am ſometimes. 
rempted to believe we Thall at laſt 
bring matters to bear: ſure, 1 am, 
if we do not turn but a moſt extra» 
ordinary couple, if it really ſhould: 
ever come to that, much good la- 
bour has been 'throw n Away ; what 
E | ſay 


69 


ſay you? I at ſome moment's fear 


my friend Harriot will think me a 


very ungrateful creature, but ſhe 
would do me injuſtice; pray ſay 
ſomething about this when you 
write to her. I have had fo many 
things to mind and manage lately, 
that 'tis no great wonder if I am a 
worſe. correſpondent than formerly ; 
by the by, I ſaw in the laſt papers, 
the marriage of both the Miſs 
Montagues; and a flaming para- 
graph it made, --- js it true? and 
did they both play the fool on the 
ſame day? with what eaſe ſome 
folks can manage this matter to 


what others can do, --- but to be 


ſure, we, who have all this buſtle, 
| are 
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'are entitled to a vaſt deal more 

x happineſs; ; ving had ſo much | 
trouble before-hand, that is but 
fair you know. — Adieu, my love, 
HBellmont, kiſſes your hand; and 1 
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A SHORT letter, my d at; "ihe 
are all on the move; my Lord got 
letcers laſt night from his ſteward; 
he is obliged te be at home to- 
morrow; he will not ſuffer Lady 
Mortimer to break her promiſe; 
we are all to accompany him to 
Bellmont Caſtle. He ſent off a 
ſervant this morning, to give orders 
for our reception ; all is ready, the 
carriages are drdered, and I muſt 
did you adieu. Charlote, one word 
more, think. of me being on the 
point of entering the very houſe 
in which our dear father was 
born, 


- 


born. Ah! what will be the feel- 
ings of your Maria at that moment, 
to what a train of melancholy re- 


flections will it give riſe, 
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Do» not : be algrmed, m ; dear 


233-1 
2 


f me, „ When you, no o doyby, 2 
one from our. charming Miſs Bell- 
mont. dQ have much to tell you, 


but firſt, muſt. explain why 1 am 


employed to write: ſhe i is at pre- 
ſent a little indiſpoſed ; yet but a 
little, I give you my honour ; ; how- 
ever, I thought it better ſhe ſhould 


not attempt it herſelf, as 1 ſeared i it 
might too much hurry her ſpirits, 


which 
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which have already met with a 
ſevere ſhock, though it is now hap- 
pily over. You are ſenſible; my 
dear Madam, that I am renderly 
intereſted 1 in all that concerns your 
charming fiſter ; Who that knows 
her can fail to be ſo, but I for- 
get that While "dwelling bu Her 
praiſes, T keep vou in ſuſpence. 
Let me, then, at once, fulfil my 
promiſe to her of giving you the. 
> particulars of an event which has 
occaſioned her preſent diſorder : : 
Lord Bellmont, Who has conceived 
| for her the moſt tender attachment, 
inſiſted on our accompanying him 
home, when he was obliged to re- 


? 


turn. Thad before given. him. my 


Gm Þ. 
promiſe, and with pleaſure kept 
my word Mr. Bellmont was of 
the party ; --- we. found every thing 
prepared for our reception in the 
moſt elegant manner, and paſſed 
the firſt day in the utmoſt har- 
mony. His Lordſhip, quite de- 


lighted to ſee Bellmont” 8 alſiduity, 


and the pleaſure with which my 
young friend received it, I, as well 
as herſelf, had 2 - thouſand fears, 
when looking forward. to the im- 
portant moment in which ber real 
name was to be revealed, and per- 
fectly at a loſs how to make the 


diſcovery, without the hazard of 


loſing, all the ground we had gain- 


ed, — -when an unforeſeen accident 
55 ſaved 
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ſaved us all farther conſultation, 
The day after our arrival, his 
Lordthip propoſed our taking a 
View of the Caſtle. 1 had fre- 
quently been there before; but 
knew it was well worth Mifs Bett- 
mont's notice, as there are' few 
more maghificent houfes, or more 
nobly furniſhed, in England. He 
very politely led us through | the 
appartment himſelf, when coming 
into the picture- gallery, where he 
| Has a very fine collection of pain- 
tings, by the firſt maſters, Maria 
had not gone many ſteps, when a 
full length portrait of her father 
| caught her eye; the reſemblance i it 


1 was ſtrikiug. a thouſand in- 
N DS tereſting 


( w3 ) 
tereſting reflections inſtantly occur- 
red to her imagination, Her own 
preſent trying fituation, altogether 
ſo intirely overcame her, that, 
to the utter aſtoniſhment of Lord 


Bellmont, on whoſe arm ſhe lean- 
ed, as we viewed them; ſhe faintly 


exclaimed, while her eyes, filled 


with tears, were fixed on it, oh! 


my father, my revered, my beloved 


father, and inſtantly ſunk to the 


floor in a ſwoon. Judge, my dear 


Madam, what a ſcene of unſpeak- 
able confuſion this acccident muſt 


throw us all into; the dear. crea- 
ture's ſituation was almoſt forgot by 
us all, ſo great was our conſterna- 


tion. Good God! cried Lord Bell- 


* 1 1 
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mont, what am I to think of this? 
have I then been impoſed upon by 
Lady Mortimer, or 1s it a dream? 
did the not call him father? ſpeak 
to me, anſwer me quickly, Ma- 
dam. Say, I intreat you, what I 
am to conclude from this moſt ex- 
traordinary circumſtance! Ah! my 
Lord, *tis in vain longer to conceal 
it; yes, you have been impoſed up- 
on, though Igyoull: gladly find a 
leſs guilty expreſſion. You have 
been mnocently deceived, my 


Lord, and I take all the blame 


| upon myſelf, if you think it de- 
ferves any blame; behold in that 
angel form, whoſe affectionate heart 
has now betrayed her, the lovely 


* 
— 
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daughter of Colane! Bellmont. He 
with difficulty reached a chair ; 

Bellmont, who obſerved his litres 
flew to ſupport him, and then em- 
bracing his knees with a look of 
the deepeſt anguiſh, implored him 
to pity and pardon him; ; to look 
with compaſſion on the woman he 
adored, the woman whoſe amiable 
manners, whoſe beauty and good 
ſenſe had ſo highly charmed him- 
ſelf. Leave me, cried his Lord- 
ſhip, but with a voice in which 
anger had no ſhare ; leave me, and 
take proper care of that child. He 
now threw himſelf back on his 
chair, and leaning his head on his 
hand, ſeemed buried in thought. 1 
2 drew 
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drew the moſt . pleaſing preſages 
from his behaviour, and now join- 
ing Caroline, who had all this time 


been employed i in endeavou rs to re- 
call her loved friend to life, at 
length had the happineſs to ſee 
| ſigns of recovery. Poor Bellmont 
was like one diſtracted; and no 
wonder, my dear Madam, ſince in- 
dependent of ſeeing her he ſo ten- 
derly loved, reduced to this con- 
dition, he had alſo a certainty that 
the important hour was now ar- 
rived that muſt decide his fate, and 
that of his Maria ; : — think then, 
what his feelings were at that mo- 
ment. At laſt ſhe opened her eyes, 
and caſting them languidly around 
1 her, 


77 
her, ah! what will become of me, 
cried the, in a faint tremulous 
voice? what will become of the 
unfortunate Maria ? Seeing my 
Lord {till there, ſhe made an ef- 
fort to riſe, but was ſo very weak, 
it would have been impofſible with- : 
out our aſſiſtance. Oh! lead me, 
lead me to him, cried the, and on my 
knees let me implore him to bleſs 
his poor trembling child, who 
never, except in this one inſtance, 
gave him offence. She threw her- 
ſelf at his feet, bathed in tears; ; 
Bellmont followed her example. 
Their filence, for neitker had 
power to utter a word, was infi- 
nitely more moving than the moſt 


I 3 ſtudied 
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ſtudied eloquence, His Lardfhip 
gazed. upon them with irreſolute 
looks. Never were a variety of 
contending paſſions ſo ſtrongly 
expreſſed as on his countenance at 
that moment. Ah! my Lord, 
cried I, ſcarce able to ſupport my- 
ſelf, ſo exceedin gly was I diſtreſſed at 
the ſcene before me. Check not thoſe 
affectionate ſentiments I ſee riſing 
an your: breaſt ; let me, my Lord, 
implore you. to pity. thoſe . poor 
children ; forget what is paſt, and 
let me have the conſolation to ſee 
that the innocent ſtratagem I have 
contrived, has produced the happy 
effects I ſo ardently withed..--- He 
could no longer withſtand our 
united 


e 
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united prayers — riſe, cried he, 
riſe and come to my arms. --- Ah! 
my poor gurl, I fear they have been 
to olong unjuſtly cloſed againſt you ; 
but come to my heart, they are 
now, and not 1 truſt too late, open 
to receive you; ſhe threw her arms 
round his neck, and ſobbed aloud. 
— Bellmont, continued his Lord- 
ſbip, I forgive you, but to this 
ſuffering angel your thanks are due. 
There, added he, taking her hand, 
and preſenting it to him, receive a 
gift from me, which had 1 done 
you greater injury than yow have to 
charge me with, would be an 
ample compenſation; and for you, 
my amiable child, 1 can only with 
14 8 he 
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he may prove himſelf worthy to 
poſſeſs fo ineſtimable a treaſure. --- 
Retire, my love, and by the help 
of thoſe friends who have been 
kinder to you than I have yet 
been, compoſe your ſpirits, wy” to 
regain your-uſual tranquillity, | ef 
me, when next we meet, find you 
chearful and happy, —mine, I now 
| find, will much depend upon it. 
Bellmont, lend me your. arm, — 
they withdrew, leaving us ſo aſto- 
niſhed, ſo delighted, yet fo w holly 
overcome, that it was with diffi- 


culty we could follow them ; we, 1 | 
ay, my dear, Madam, for indeed 
both Caroline and myſelf were in 
the greateſt agi tation of ſpirits; — 


( 201 ) 
but your Maria had ſcarce ſtrength 
left to walk to her apartmcnt, and 


when there, found herfelf ſo ill, 


that ſhe was obliged to lie down. 


——_— 


— We then left her to her repoſe, 


in hopes an hour or two's reſt would. 
be of ſervice to her. We found 
Lord Bellmont ſtill much agitated ; 
| how is my poor child, ſaid he, as I 
entered the apartment? I have 
left her, my Lord, replied I, in 
her bed ; ſhe is exceedingly low, 


her ſpirits, though. naturally good, 
could not ſtand. the ſhock the has. = 


Juſt met with; but I truſt ſhe will 
ſoon be able to- wait upon your 
Lordſhip, and expreſs her gratitude 


for your generous treatment of her, 
144 with. 
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with which her heart is at preſent 
oppreſſed. — Lady. Mortimer, re- 
phed he, mine, + give you my 
word, is not much more at eaſe ; 
-—1ome thin g „1 L fear, have - been 
carried too far; — but ſpare me the 
particulars; I wiſh to forget the 
paſt. All, all, ſhall be atoned for. 
— | muſt, however, beg you. will 
anſwer me. a few queſtions; pray 
by what means did my poor child 
fall into your hands-? believe me, 
the friendſhip you have ſo kindly 
ſhown her, ſhall make a laſting 
impreſſion on my heart. I only 

regret that ever I ſhould have com- 

| pelled her to ſeek protection from 

* other than myſelf. —1 now, | 


d 1 
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my dear, Madam, in formed him 
of all that had happened, and 
dwelt particularly on the prudent 
rtſolution the had made; -=-!not to 
gives her hand to Mr. Belimont, 
not his  Lordſhip's | conſent, 
thoagh perſuaded there were ndt 
che ſmalleſt hopes of obtaining 
ir3-4ndthough by rejecting it, The: 
denied Herſelf the duly proſpect of 
tzippmeſs'-rhe world could: beftow 
poi her, He Was extremely af- 
lotred with this part of N narrd- 
binn; = ſhe is a aſtoniſhing young 
creature, cried his Lordthip, - --= 10. 
much Tpirit, yet fo much _ 
ſenſe, for prudent à conduct in a 
fiontion to trying, I never met 
. I 6 with. 


liable to error: to acknowledge 


of man. Your. Lordibip has acted 


| ( 204 ) 
with. Ah, Lady Mortimer, had 1 


ſooner known her worth, but I 
have been much to blame, I might 
have known it, continued he, ſigh- 


ing, ves, 1 might have known 


os It, had I --- let us forget, my Lord. 
Let no diſagreeable reflections on 
the paſt deſtroy our preſent felicity, 


who can boaſt of having always 
acted right? the beſt of us are 


and redreſs the wrongs we chave 
done, is all that can be expecteũ 


nobly, generouſſy. L 1 honour, 1 
revere thoſe tender feelings Which 


have inſpired the ſeutiments which 


haye now taken place in your 
81. breaſt. 


( ys ) | 
breaſt. You have done ample juſ- 
tice, you have greatly atoned for 

paſt errors, and have rendered 

two amiable worthy young people 
ſupremely happy 3 --- but are you 
certain, Lady Mortimer, ſaid he, 
with looks of great anxiety, are 
you certain my lovely girl is in no 
danger. I cannot be eaſy, till af- 
| ſured I have nothing to fear for her 
health, alas! ſhe bas ſuffered but 
too much; already. I expect doctor 
D. here every moment. I wonder, 
added his Lordſhip, looking at his 
watch, what detains him fo long. 
I: ordered the ſervant to make all 
poſſible expedition; oblige me, Ma- 
dam, by going to her apartment, 
I know 


1 Kno your . for her will 
induce you to forgive this liberty. 
Let me know! when you think the 
dear creature will be able to admit 
me to:fee/ her. Poor Bellmont too, 


we muſt, have à little dompaſſion 


for him; he entered the room at 
this moment, and I. left them to 
get lier. I Was exceedingly a- 
armed to find, as I feared by a 


burning heat ſhe complained of, 
and violent head-ach, {smptems of 
a; fever: | ſhe was eager to alk h 


3 queſtions, but 1 begged 


her to fpare them ab while; affured 
her all was well: that my. Bord 
agvtc _—_ amt n but er 
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a reeovery. --- The Doctor 
now came in; he felt her pulſe; 4-- 
ordered her ſome weak wine whey, 
and adviſed me to Prevail upon her 
to undreſs and go to bed. — - affurin g 
me we had nothing to ir 3 faid 
ſhe was feveriſh, but his preſcrip- 
tion, and her being kept perfectly 
quiet, would ſoon remove it. Lord 


Bellment, by the Doctor's advice, 
did not come in, but he ſtood at 
the door of her apartment, ac 
companied by her lover; and hav- 
ing heard all that paſſed, they re- 


tired in the decpeſt affliction. After 


taking proper care of my ſweet 
ee 1 n chem, and kai 
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alb I could to conſole and diſpel 
their apprehenſions. Believe me, 
my dear Mrs. Marchmont, 1 found 
| it no eaſy taſk ; --- however, next 
morning we had the happineſs to 
find her perfectly cool and come 
| poſed. She had flept ſome hours, 
her mind was at eaſe, all her 
troubles were happily over: theſe | 
delightful reflections, no doubt, 
were efficacious remedies. I have 
juſt left her; the. Doctor who was: | 
here early in the morning. pro- 

nounces her out of danger; nay, 

ſays ſhe might leave her room to 

day; but thinks it better ſhe ſhould. 
confine herſelf one more, leſt ſhe 


ſhould, by too great an exertion, 
_ 


_, FF 
bring on a return of her diſorder. 
He has, however, given the geutle- 
men leave to viſit her for a few 
moments, but charged them to 
forbear entering: on any intereſting 
ſubject, leſt it ſhould flurry her yet 


thus, my dear, 


weak ſpirits: 
Madam, I have obliged your char- 
ming ſiſter ; — accept my warmeſt 
congratulations on the happy recon- 
ciliation which has taken place; 
may it be productive of every fe- 
licity to her and all her amiable 
family. Vou may expect the plea- 
ſure of hearing from herſelf in a 
day or two; in the mean time, 
depend on * utmoſt attention: 
and 


„ 
- o | 4 | 
and believe me, with the moſt per- 
fect eſteem, 
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- On my Charlotte, what a 8 
how delightful is the ſituation of 
your happy, ſupremely happy ſiſter: 
J have much to fay, much to tel 
you; but my kind indulgent friends 
will not permit met write above 
half a dozen lines; — and thoſe 
they ſweetly inſiſt on, ditating to 
me; they oppreſs my grateful 
heart with their affectionate atten- 
tion. Ah! I ſhall never have it 
my power to deſerve half their ten- 
derneſs, — they check my pen; — 
| | and 


Ta } 
and my revered Lord Bellmont, 
who now fits by. me, bids me-aſk 
you, my Charlotte, and you, my 
beloved Charles, if you can ſo far 
conquer your too juſt reſentment 
as to forget what 18 paſt ; — if yau 
can, he bids me add, the firſt proof 
he deſires of it is, the favour of your 
preſence here, accompanied by my 
| dear Marchmont. You will find 
22 his arms and heart open to receive 
vou; 3 be is impatient to embrace 
| you all, and to make every poſſible 
atonement for injuries he cannot 


recollect without the moſt painful 


— 


emotions 8 theſe, my Charlotte, are 
"his Lordſhip! s own words. — Ah! 
475 my ſiſter, and a help me to ex- 


. ) 
preſs, as I wiſh, the ſenſe I have of 
the infinite obligations every hour 
conferred . upon me by the molt 
generous. of men. The happy 
Bellmont too, earneſtly Joins in 
this requeſt; _ come then, my 
ſiſter, my brothers, come and be 
a witneſs to the felicity of yout 
Maria. Gladly would I write more, 
but ſome degree of weakneſs, the 
effects of my late indiſpoſition ſtil 
remains; and I am ſweetly com- 
manded to lay down my pen. Ab! 
Heavens, with what tenderneſs amn 


© __ 


I commanded. 


Your's, 


( 2140) 


MRS MAR C HM ON T 


| 1 0 


From henceforth let none de- 
ſpair, whoſe actions are governed by 
the dictates of virtue and pru- 
dende. --- You, my loved Maria, are 
a happ y inſtance to prove they ſhall, 
by perſeverance in the paths of 
Their duty, in due time meet their 
reward. — ©" 
Oh! my ſiſter, how amply 7 are 
your diſtreſſes repaid ! --- My heart 
overflows with gratitude to the 
great 


( 215 ) | 
great Diſpoſer of all events, for the 
felicity beſtowed upon you; gladly 
would 1 fly to you, my love, but 
my preſent ſituation will not per- 


mit my taking ſo long a journey, 


or rather let me ſay, my March- 


mont's apprehenſions; ; for my own 
part, I ſhould be under none, but 
he, infivitely more attentive to me 
than I am to N intreats me 
to give up all thoughts of 1 it, as = 
ſhould be miſerable. The truth 
is, I was inclined to rebel a little 
; upon this delightful occaſion ; but 


indeed, my dear, tis the firſt in- 


ſtance in which I have ſhewn ſo 
wife-like a ſpirit. I, might I pre- 
fame, have carried my point by a 
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little more pouting, but the peace 
of my engaging Henry i is too dear 
to me, to allow me to practice 
thoſe arts, however efficacious they 
may ſometimes prove. I found in- 
| 1 more heart. felt b in 


Jet 


than 1 cool have experienced, bad 
1 perliſted i in my requeſt, though 1 
: had thereby gained my point. Since 

the happineſs of embracing Lord 
| Bellmont is at preſent denied me, 
1 beg you will preſent my affection- 
ate duty in the moſt reſpectful 
terms; aſſure him every wiſh of my 
heart is now gratified, fince thus 
reſtored to his favour. His Lordſhip 


may depend woos: it, it ſhall be the 
f future 


(6277) 
future ſtudy of my life to prove my- 
felf worthy that place in his heart 


he ſo kindly offers me. Mr. March | 
mont and my brother ſet off for the 


Caſtle this morning; ſo inpatient 


were they te obey his Lordſhip's 


ſummons, that I eculd not prevail 
upon them to wait för this letter. 
Lady Anti moſt obligingly inſiſted 


on ſtaying with ine, - edhfelling at 


he ſame time, the had no violent 
inclination to meet his Lordfhip 1 
the is a e Fr ning gitl, and her 
vivacity will enable me to bear 
my diſappoittment with more re- 
— h in 0 40 
What a 4 chasgez indeed, 1 wy 
Maria 1— And though the dreaded 
Ver. lh, K ce cclairſſe- 
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_ eclairciflement;«has coſt you ſome 
pain, yet, it certainly was a moſt 
fortunate accident, that thus happily 
brought it about; had you waited 
till I could have contrived a method, 
by which to have made the impor- 
tant diſcovery, you would ſtill, my 
dear, and for life, I fear have con- 
tinued - Miſs Neville. Vou 
charged Marchmont and me to lay 
our ſober heads together for that 
purpoſe; ; but alas l. my dear, they 

are too ſober for plotting ; never 

more would they have been ſepa- 
rated had it depended on the ſucceſs 
of our undertaking, not but we all 
formed a thouſand different ſchemes, 
but they were no ſooner formed than 
con- 


a bo 


| (. 219 | ). 


condemned as fruitleſs ;' thank For- 


tune, you have managed your mat- 


ters molt. admirably without our 


— "op * 


affine. | 
Lady Ann is this moment come 


into my apartment, and having in 


a matronly manner, read me a lec- 
ture, for preſuming to fit ſo long 
writing, though conſcious 'tis not 
quite ſo eaſy to me as it was a few 
months ago, inſiſts on my reſigning: 
tha pen to her Ladyſhip- dare not. 


difobay; ---. See what it is, my; dear, 
to bring one's ſelf into a ſcrape of 
this nature! Adieu, then - WP; 


love, accept ten, thouſand. kind, 
congratulations ; — preſent en, 
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alſo to our Bellmont, and believe 
. me to be 


[4 *.. * - o 


| Your kizbly delighted | 


C. M. 


Well, my dear! fo our adven- 
tures are on the Point of being hap- 
pily concluded ---- our's I ſay, for 
I Would have you to know, I think 
I have made no inconſiderable 
figure in them; though you, I ſup- 
| poſe, have the vanity to look upon 
0 yourſelf as the heroine of the piece; 
but pray do you ſet down a trip to 
Scotland, 


(221) 
Scotland, as a triffe ? --- I give you 
my word, I look upon it in a more 
important light, Many a pang, 
many a conflict it coſt my gentle 
heart before I could bring it to ſub- 
miſſion; and indeed it was wholly 
with a. view to-rid you of my rival- 
ſhip, that I agreed to it at laſt. .<—— 
You know, child, while my fair 
hand was not diſpoſed of, Lord 
Bellmont could never have been 
brought to give up his pretended 
claim to it. ----- Don't you clearly 
ſee, my dear, that my affection for 
your brother had nothing to do in 
it ? -O, not in the leaſt · apropos. 
Pray make my peace with your old 
admirer ;. tell him, though my 
K 3 con- 


HH) 
conſcience! would” not; let me rob 
you of your lover, yet as his heart 
was ſo ſet upon having me in his 

family, I thought the beſt thing I: 
could do, and the only plan I could 
hit upon to indulge him, was to 
take my charming Charles, which 
anſwered 7hat purpoſe, juſt as well 

as the other, ---- Mind what I ſay, 
my dear, and be ſure you ſet this 
matter to rights. O, I had almoſt for- 
got, I muſt poſitively be your bride- 
maid; ſo let us know where and 
when you are to exhibit; if at the 

Caſtle, I muſt ſend for ſome good ſoul 

or other, to take charge of our poor 
Charlotte during my abſence. I 
would not miſs. the ſhow for the 


world 


(2230 


world - mine was ſadly huddled 
over, but I fancy the knot will 


hold ---- yet in caſe we ſhould take 


it into our heads® to follow the 
faſhionable lead, it may not be 
amiſs, you know, to find it un- 
lieable. So farewel, my love to 


all. your young Ee aud duty to 


the old one. 


Your's ſincerelyß, 


17 ANN BELLMONT. | 


K 4 MARIA 
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der off my dear Lady Ann; with 
infinite pleaſure I accept your offer 
of gracing my exhibition with your 
charming preſence ; my health is 
perfectly reſtored, my ſpirits in 
high order and in conſequence of 
| theſe delightful circumſtances, my 
good friends here have taken the 
| liberty to fix my day of days, with- 
out ſo much as 5giving pooe me, a vote 


. in 


Ty ( 225 ) 
in the matter; the truth is, they 
| found no violent reluctance to 
combat with. After all'that's paſt, 
it would have been. a mere farce to 
attempt playing the hypocrite, fo I: 
even let them take their own. way. 
this day ſe*nnight my dear. Lady 
Ann, puts a finiſhing ſtroke to o 
adventures. You ſee I am: too juſt 
not to allow you a ſhare in them; 
though I muſt claim the cha- 
racter of the heroine, as you rightly 
con jecture, but believe me, whatever 
dignity there may be in the found: 
of the title, I would not for a trifle, 
I give you my honour, play. that 
part again; ſo it ſhall be your turn: 
next, and welcome; I am. heartily, 
| X44 ͤ a 


( 226 ) 
ſick of it. Vour's was, as your 
Ladyſhip obſerves, rather a huddled 
up piece of buſineſs, yet there's a 
degree of ſpirit in a trip of that 
faſhionable nature, not altogetlier 
amiſs neither; what would you 
think, if I were to leave the good 
folks here in the lurch, while in 
full buſtle with their preparations 
for the expected holiday, and ſet off 
for your old friend in the N orth ==» 
let me have your opinion. — If | you b 
think our hiſtory will end with more 
ecclat by that addition to it, ſay the 
word, and off I go . one would not 
willingly mar the matter for a 
trifle. Ah ! my poor Charlotte ! | oe 


what a pretty hand has ſhe made 
TP ER, . | | = | 


CON 
of herſelf ! dear creature, how 1 


long to ſee her i in her preſent grace- 
ful ſtate! - and how I regret her 


incapacity to Ju our happy party. 
1 could find in my heart, tell her, 


to give Marchmont a lecture for 


ſerving her ſuch a wicked trick, did 


I not fear, as things are circum- 
ſtanced at preſent, he might chooſe 
to be witty. My charming Lord 
Bellmont ---- you ſee I do not treat 
his Lordſhip with your Ladyſhip' 8 
ſauey airs -- he this morning ſent 
for me to bis dreſſing- room, and 


opening a cabinet, drew forth ſuch 


a profuſion of jewels and other de- 
corations, that my eyes were abſo- 


| lutely dazzled. Ah! my Lorgp | 


70%” "00 K 6 . 
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ſaid 1, as he moſt graciouſly - pre- 
ſented them to me, © I ſhall never 
be able to fupport this brilliant load; 
here are enough to adorn an Eaſtern 
princeſs,” Nn muſt try what 
vou can do, my charming girl,“ 
replied he, ſmiling, * far no Eaſ- 
tern princeſs ſhall ever have the 
offer of them; ſome of them, I ſup- 
poſe, will want new ſetting, they 

are not the work of yeſterday ; ; but 
all cheſe matters you can fettle at 
your lcifure, having fit ſettled thoſe 
of more importance. Take them, 
. my love, 1 know your ſentiments 
too well, to believe they can. 
add one tittle to your real happi- 


neſs; but take them 39 a ſmall mark 
| 4 . . 


(a9) 
of my affeftion.” I took his hand; | 
and preſſed it to my lips my heart 
was too full to peak — he kiſſed 
my cheek with paternal tenderneſs, 
ſayingg, Go iu my love, Lady 
Mortimer and Miſs Percival will help 
you to arrange them.” --- ] obeyed; 
and on entering their apartment 
ſpread them on the table, aſking 
what they thought of my preſent. 
In ſhort, my dear Lady Ann, my 
heart is really oppreſſed with his 
Kind indulgence; he ſeems to think 
he can never do enough to atone for 

his paſt feverity. I am ſo full of 

myſelf, that I quite forgot to men- 
tion the meeting between him ang 
our dear Charles, they had neyer 


met 


* 
— — > IA oh — — Prey 


| (2309 
before — og © on earth could be 
more affecting - —— his Lordſhip 8 
emotions pained me more than I 
can expreſs ; ſenſil that reflections 
of no very 2 gave riſe 
to part of them, I have frequently 
obſerved a tear ready to drop, while 
gazing upon him with every mark 
of affection. Charles and 1 were 


reckoned exceedingly like my loved 


father, the reſemblance ſeemed to 
ſtrike him much, and no doubt, 


* brought many painſul ideas to his 


recollection. O! that the beſt of 
| men, the beſt of fathers had lived to 
ſiee this happy day, to have been 
thus happily reconciled, and to have | 


bern his loved children thus careſſed. 
Forgive 


0 231) 

Forgive me, dear Lady Ann, this 
intereſting ſubject has ſoftened me 
to tears. I am ſerious in my 
requeſt; do not then diſappoint me, I | 

ſhall impatiently gzpect the pleaſure 
of ſeeing you. Get, as you propoſe, 
ſome good ſoul ta take your dear 
charge off your hands, and inſtantly 
ſet off for Bellmont caſtle ; -Chartes 
will meet you on the road — Mrs. 
Mountague, I am ſure, if in the 
country will ſupply your Ladyſhip's 
place. Come then, and; be a witneſs 
to the _ of rr 
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No, poſitively, Charlotte, I' never 
will forgive Marchmont; we have 
very near expelled him our joyous. 
D cgiety, for. putting it out of your, 
be: power to make one of it "tis hor«- 
nid. — I had no idea I ſhould find it 
ſo entirely delightful; how could 

I. you know, my dear, fancy this 

old ſoul of a lord, who has been 
+ fuch a plague to us all, could do 
. 


* 


i 
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things with ſo much taſte, ſo much 
life and ſpirit; I quite doat upon 
him now, and could find in my heart 
to Cry becauſe he did not take me 
| himſelf. Such magnificepce, ſuch 
pomp, Ah! poſitively I ſhall envy 
this little bewitching Maria; the ig 
actually, Charlotte, the lovelieſt 

ereature my eyes ever beheld; no 
wonder the fellow was blind to 
my charms, yet, till now I have 
ever had a pretty high opinion of 
them. --- But it is net wholly her 
beauty neither, that eharms one, 
'tis her manner, tig her eaſy. en: 
gaging behaviour that'thus enchants 
us; ſuch a voice in my life” I never 

427707 __- heard, 
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heard, even in ſpeaking, tis har- 


mony. No wonder ſhe has made 
ſuch a fool of Bellmont, he ab- 


ſolutely has ſcarce common civility 


for any other ſoul; a fine time 1 


Charles, who has the grace to think 


me the firſt of all angels. As for 


your Marchmont, 1 believe he thinks 


the only angel upon earth, is now 
at Roſe-Hill, kn for his ab- 
ſence. 1 

Lord „ bibs: for ola 
acquaintance ſake, does make ſhift to 
ſiay a few ſoft things to me now and 
then; but Maria is all in all with 
bim; Charles too, is a violent fa- 


. 3 | yourite, 
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vourite, and no wonder, ſince to do 
him juſtice, he is — what is he not 
that's charming ? — Well, and 
ſo next Thurſday, we are to play at 
matrimony; and our Maria tries all 
ſhe can to put a grave face upon the 


matter; — miſſes always do, you 


know, my dear, though out of their 
wits with joy for all that; but it 


looks ſentimental, and ſo pretty, to 


have a few palpitations, and ſo 
forth. Poor I, had nobody to 


witneſs mine, but my dear Charles; 


ſo you ſee, it was not worth one's 


while to make a. buſtle about it: 


but this, in full congregation, tis 
qu ite another affair, an d. Aa comfort- 
e ably 
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| * full one this is likely to be, for 
| cards of invitation are ſent over the 
| whole counrry, not, however, to go 
'to ehureh with us, Maria begged to 
be excuſed there; but next day we 
begin our balls, entertainments, and 
every thing we can contrive. I am 
to be miſtreſs of the revels, and let 
me alone to find the good folks em» 
_- ployment ; thoſe ſort of matters are 
my forte; I think my talents will 
hold out for ane week at leaſt, and 
my dear old favourite has given me 
unlimited power to exert them, 
without controul. Tis horrid, as 
$ J ſaid· before, that you are not here. 
ov the ks * Mortimer's os 
"vids | r.. 


6 

Sir Harry, arrived here laſt night; 
a good handſome young fellow, and 
has à moſt delightful fund of chat, 
ſo I ſkall depute him my aſſiſtant; 


he has the tivitity too to divide it 


pretty equally between Maria and 
myfelf; I had ſome apprehenſions, 
left he ſhould be ſo ſinitten with. 


her charms, as: wholly to overlook. 


mine; but he has been _ bred in 
France, of courſe, could not be 
_ guilty of ſuch ill breading. 
Are you ſatisfied, my dear, 1 this 


letter long enough, have I given 


© 


you a tolerable idea how matters go. 


on here? if not, I cannut help it 3. 
Marchmont is frribbling too, he 


may 


% 
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may, perhaps, ſucceed better. As 
for Maria, ſhe could as eaſily preach 
as write at-:; preſent, ſo vou have 
nothing to expect from her, ſix 
months hence perhaps, ſhe may be 
reſtored to than: ſober ſenſes, - but it 

will take twice that time to make 
any earthly thing of Bellmont, he 
18 abſolutely fit for no one pur- 
poſe --- Lord help their filly heads, 
how ridiculous do they appear in the 
eyes of us old married folks. 
W ell, adieu my dear; take 
care of yourſelf, do you hear. 
When we have fairly fettered them, 
bufſy as 1 ſhall be, I will ſteal ſro js 


ee to tell it yOu3s::5cre ela 
Next 
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Next Thurſday, you may paint 


us in your mind's eye as fine as 


hands can make us, parading away 
to church. 
Your's, er, I 
/ Ax BELLMONT. 
| 
| 
1 | 
| 
a | 
44 
| 


———— — x —EKÜ————wSæœw.e. OOO 


(240) 
TAE SAME TO THESAME. 


GiwE us joy, my dear --- yet we 


have more than we know what to 


do with, ſo you may keep it for 


your own uſe, —— "Tis all over --- 


we are juſt returned from church 


the bride more angelic than ever, 
if poſſible, and Bellmont a greater 


idolitor. My Lord, too, has a daſh 
of the Pagan in him, for he abſo- 


lutely adores her. I ſee plainly un- 
leſs ſhe actually is an angel, as they 
take all imaginable pains to perſuade 
n ſhe muſt be ſpoiled to all in- 


tents 


vo 
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tents and purpoſes, no mere woman 


can poſſibly ſtand it. All the world 


are expected to dinner; in the 


evening we have a ball, ditto to- 


morrow, and ſo on, till we are ſick 
of it; after that expect to ſee us 
in all our glory at Roſe-Hill. Lord 
N Bellmont ſays, ſince you cannot 


come to him, he is determined to 


* . o 
af » 
_— 
. 


here's the bride, as 


go to you 
I live ----- well, well, take the pen 
and ſay what you pleaſe. | 


Adieu! Adieu! 


— LICL Dt anna 


Charlotte! my dear Charlotte --= 
what ſhall I ſay, how expreſs any 
t degree 
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of our intended viſit 


the ſame commands upon me. 


degree of my happineſs! The aw- 
ful ceremony is over, my love, and 


— 


IJ am the happieſt of women. 


Lady Ann, I ſee, has told you 


need I 


* 


attempt to tell how impatiently I 
long for the day that will reſtore 


me to the affectionate arms of my 


beloved ſiſter. Gladly would I diſ- 
penſe with the buſtle they are going 
to engage me in, to enjoy that fe- 


licity. — One week, my love, 


one ſhort week, and I fly to the 


dear friend of my heart. My Bell- 


mont bids me ſay a thouſand kind. 


things ; our dear Charles too, lays 


Ah! 
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Ah ! the carriages are beginning 
to croud the gate — TI muſt go to 
be gazed at — how horrid ! But 
I am richly repaid for that morti- 
fication. Adieu! my deareſt, dear 


ſiſter. 


Your's wer, 8 


M = BM 


Livres Vendu, Par 7. | Ho ; 


Bridge, de la Grappmajx tene Wailly, 12 mo. 
Adele et Theodore, ou Lefters fur 'Educa- 
tion, par Madam la Comteſſe de Genlis, 
3 vol. 
Les Americaines, par Beaumont, 6 rol. I 20, 
Anatomie de Sabbathier, 3 vol. 12mo. 
Angola Hiſtoire Indene, 12mo. 


Anecdotes des Reines et Regentes de France, 6 vol. 


12MOs 


Annals de la Vertu, by Madam la Comteſſe de Genlis, 


3 vol. 12mo. 
L' Ann 2440, 8 vo. 
Art de Plaire, 18mo. 
L' Art de Peter, ,12mo. | 
Bailey's Engliſh and German Dictionary, 2 
zarbier de Seville Comedie . ü 


Barretti's Italian Grammer, vo, elbe 0 


Dictionnaire, 2 vol. 4to. 


Biblia Sacra, 6 vol. 3 vo. Z W - 


Bibliotheque de Campagne, 12 vol. 
Nouveau, 24 vol. | 
Bible, par Mon: de Voltaire, 2 yol, 8vo, 
Cabinet de Phyſique, 2 vol. 8v0. | | 
Candide, par, Voltaire, 12 mo. 

Caracteres de Bru uyere, 2 vol. mo. 
Ditto, 4to. fig. 


Catalogue Raiſonee des 8 de Geneve, 8 vo. : 


Commentaires ſur L'Eſprit des Loix, 8vo. 
Confeſſion de J. J. Rouſſeau, 2 vol. | 

Confidence d'une Jolie. femme, 2 vol. 12 mo. 

—— Philoſophique, 8 vo. 

Contes ge la Fontaine, 3 vol. 12mo. Ga 

—-— Moraux de Beaumont, 2 vol. 12mo. 

— — Ditto de Marmontel, 3 vol. 12mo. 

—.— Ditto, par Mercier, 2 vol. 12mo. 

Correſpondence de Montalembert, 2 vol. 12mo. 


— 


3 . 


La. Carine des Anciens Peuples du Monde,.qto. figs 

Cours d' Etude, par Condillac, 16 vol. 12mo. 

Diable Boiteux, 2 vol. 12mo. 7 

Dictionnaire de Alimens, 2 vol. 8 vo. l 
— - de la Fable, rz mo. „„ 

—— Grammatical, 2 vo. 8 

de L*.Hiftoire Naturelle, 9 vol. 5 vo. 

— — de Sabbathier, 9 vol. 8 vo. | 

Deſcription d' Italie en ne de ien, 2 vol. 

8 vo. | | i 

Effets de Paſſions, 8 vo. e 

Elemens de Mufique, 8 vo. 

Emile, par Rouſſeau, 4 vol. 12mo. 

Entrevues de Ganganelli, 12 mo: 

L' Eſprit par Helvetius, 2 vol. 8 vo. „ 

eiae Loix, 4 vol. amo. 

Eſſais ſur les femmes, par Thomas, 12m0.- 

Eſſais de Montaigne, z2mo. _ p 

Etude de I *Hiſtoire, x2mo. ' 

Fables de la Fontaine, r2mo. 11 

Gil Blas, 4 vol 12 mo. 

Grammar de Reſtaut. . 

Heloyſe, par Rouſſeau, 3 vol. 12mo. 

Hiſtoire d'Agathon, 4 vol. 12 mo. | 

Generale, par Mellot, 9 vol. 12mo: 

de Guzman d' Alfarach, 2 vol. 12 mo. 

— de la Hollande, par Kerroux, 4 vol. 8 vo. 

de Louis XI. 2 vol: 12 mo. 

de Marguerite de Valois, 8 vo. 

— du Paraguay, 6 vol. 12 mo. 

De L' Homme, par Helvetius, 2 vol. 8 vo. 

Horace de Batteux, 2 vol. 12 mo. 

— par Sanadon, 8 vol. 12mo. 

La Jolie femme ou la femme du Jour, 2 vol. 12mo- 

Inſtructions d'un Pere a ſes Enfants, 2 FG 850. | 

Le Colporteur- ins 

Liaiſons Dangereuſes, '4 vol. 12mo. 

La Paix de I 70250 ou . 1 de ne 


»- 


—— 


oy 


f r Ws 


Livres Endl. 


Is Danger D* Aimer un Etranger, ou Hiſtoire de 

My Lady Cheſter et d'un Due F rangols, 4 vol. 

1 Letters de: Careſby, 12m. 

d; Emerance a Locle, 2 vol. 1 2mo. 

———- de Ninon de PEnelos, 12mo. 

— Perſanes, 12 mo. 5 

— - d'une Peruvienne, Fr. et Italien, 2 vol. 1 2 mo. 

— de Qdelques Juifes a Voltaire, 3 vol. 12mo. 

— - de Madame Ja Comteſſe de la Riviere, 2 yol. 
12mo. 3 : 

— de Stephanie, 4 ATR 12mo. 

—— de Savigne, 9 vol. 12mo. 

— Ditto, Vol. IX. 1 

Legiſlation, par Mably, 2 vol. 12mo. 

Magzin des N 4 vol. 12mo. par Beau- 

mont. A | | 

$i Mob Blas « vot” r2mo. V 

| des Jeunes Dames, 4 vol. z2mo. _ 

Maiſon Ruſtique, 2 vol. 4to. : 

Malheurs de I Inconſtance, 2 vol. 12 mo. 

Marriage de Julie Comedie, 8 vo. 

Memoires de Batteville, 12 mo. 

— de Berwick, 2 vol. 8 vo. 

- — de Grammont, 2 vol. x 2 mo. | 

—— et Letters de Maintenon, 16 vol. amo. 

——  Militaire, par Guichard, 2 vol. 12 mo. 

de Noailles, 4 vol. 12mo. 

de Montpenſier, 8 vol. 12 mo. 

— de L' Abbe Terrai, 12mo. | 

— — Secrets, 10 vol, 12mo. 1 

| Ditto, 8 vol, 12mo. : 2 

115 de Sternheim, 2 vol. 12mo, 

Mille et un Jours, 5 vol. 12 mo. 

Mille et une Nuit, 6 vol. 1zmo. 

Morale Evangelique, 9 vol. 8 vo. 

Moyen du Parvenir, 2 vol. 

-- de Plaire, 12mo. 

Navigation aux Terres Auſterales, 2 vol. 4to. - 


— — 


| "Fw de Ee. 0 vol. l 1 8 


Livres Vitus, : 


At 7 £5000 Em 4; 


48" *% o * a wb «4 


Von read Neweaſtle, 12 mo. big. . 
Nouvelle Clarice, 2 vol. 12 mo. 1 i * 
Novum Teſtamentum Grec. a OI 12mo. Ro 
Oeuvres de Madame le Prince de Beaumont. Ph 
de Goulard, 2 vol. 12 mo. „ 


— de Hamilton, 7 vol. 12 mo | 
—— de Marmontel, 11 vol. 8 vo. bel 5 
— — Mathematheque de Bertrand, 2 vol. "4to, fi g- 
— de St. Real, 8 vol. 1amo. : 
—＋ PM Dante, 6 ol. 4, ER 


di Macchiavelli, 8 vol. 12mo. Sn 
—— de Metaſtaſio, 6 vols Eo. 5 
Payſanne Pervennu, 3 vol, . 3 
Paſſan Parvenu, 2 vol. 1211 
Payſanne Pervertie, 4 vol. 18. 
Recherches eee, ſur les the Americaines Sy 
3 vol. 8 - 37 * 
Roland * Amourcux, © 2 vol. 1210, 
-- Furieux, 3 vol, 12ꝛmo. . 
Raiſon par Alphabet, par Voltaire, 2 vol. To. 
Revolution de Muſique en Tonen per Marmons 
tel, 8vo. 5 : 
Roman et Contes de V oljare, 2 vol. 12 mo. A 58 
Sopha, 2 vol, 12 m0: 5 
Supplement aux Oeurres de J. 1. Rouſſeau, 'Y vol. 
8vo. 1 
Synonymes Francois, emo. „„ Fe 
Telemaque 12mo. „„ 
Terence de Sandby, 8 vo. BE : 
Theveron en Journee de la Montague, 12mo. 
Theatre d'Education,. par Madame la —— 
Genlis, 4 vol. 12 mo. | 
Theatre ou Societe, par ditto, 2 vol. 12mo. 8 
Vie D'Eon, 8 vo. „5 | 
— de Marianne, 2 vol. 12 mo. „55 


— 


— 
— 


. 


A 


